
HARBOUR LIFE  ANTW
ERP–BRUGES

Patrick Verhoeven

Patrick Verhoeven (b. 1969) was introduced to the harbour 
life at age 16 while working as a student. He was bitten by 
the port bug at the time and since then, his passion has 
never waned. After having spent almost a quarter of a 
century defending port and shipping interests to European 
Union institutions, he joined the International Association 
of Ports and Harbors in 2017 as managing director. Patrick 
teaches port economics at the Centre for Maritime & Air 
Transport Management, a centre of excellence of the Uni-
versity of Antwerp and the Antwerp Management School. 
He has shared his passion for ports, cities, culture, history 
and the good life in general in several earlier publications.

Harbour Life presents the full gamut of life in the port of Antwerp- 
Bruges. That is much more diverse than you might think. The port com-
plex is of course populated with dockers, freight forwarders, terminal 
operators and harbour masters. But you also meet bar owners, priests, 
nature conservationists and heritage guards. Harbour Life introduces 
you to their fascinating world.

people share their 
personal port stories 

city and port tours lead you through the historical 
centres of Antwerp and Bruges and the port areas on 
the Right and Left Bank of Antwerp and in Zeebrugge

Countless facts, figures and good addresses 
bring to life Europe’s second-largest port complex
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