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GRAND HOTELS OF THE WORLD  
ELLIE SEYMOUR

GRAND HOTEL VILLA SERBELLONI  — LAKE COMO, ITALY Grand Hotels of the World on the wateR59 60

Locations don’t get much better than at Italy’s longest family-run hotel,  
the opulent Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni set on the water’s edge of Lake 
Como. The area’s grandest and most storied hotel, a haven away from the 
busy medieval village of Bellagio where its located, whose attractive cobbled 
streets lined with boutiques and restaurants, heave in summer. 

A slow walk through the sweet-scented Italian-style gardens filled 
with Mediterranean and subtropical plants, onto the sweeping terrace is an 
otherworldly experience, as you take in the view across the knife-shiny lake 
over to the lush peak of Monte Crocione in the Italian Prealps. 

Other villas set on Lake Como have their history and charm, but it is 
Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni that attracts the attention of design enthusiasts 
for its stunning architecture, and gastronomes with its Michelin-star 
restaurant. Not to mention a string of illustrious guests over the years. 

Starting in the 1950s, in flocked the big political players like British 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, Franklin D Roosevelt, and President 
Kennedy, who stayed in June 1963 accompanied by an entourage of staff 
including an escort of several bodyguards and greeted by a crowd of 
enthusiastic locals, and celebrities of the day such as the actress Mary 
Pickford, Clark Cable and later, Al Pacino, who filmed scenes for the 1977 
film Bobby Deerfield.

Everything about the Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni is opulent: it’s 
all marble columns, Murano chandeliers, gilded frames, temples, putti, 
flamingos, and Pompeian reds. Then there are French-style period wall 
coverings, antique Persian carpets, crystal chandeliers from Murano, marble 
staircases, and trompe l’oeil decorations. 

The Neoclassical-style building it’s set within was built by Count 
Frizzoni from Bergamo, Milan, in 1850, originally as a luxurious holiday 
villa for his wife, Countess Frizzoni. Twenty years later, they extended it and 
opened it as the Grand Hotel Bellagio. It was an instant success, attracting 
wealthy guests from all over the world, impressed by its intricate mix of 
Empire, Neoclassical and Art Nouveau styles. 

It was sold in 1918 to a man called Artero Bucher, grandson of a Swiss 
entrepreneur and luxury hotel pioneer Franz Josep Bucher, who continued its 
success. The villa is still run by the Bucher family, today, who work as a team 

in maintaining the charm, traditions, and classic style their ancestors started 
more than a century ago, now combined with modern facilities like two pools, 
a spa, and tennis and squash courts and a Michelin-starred restaurant, it still 
manages to retain a magical feeling of nostalgia.

“It is a real museum,” says Dusia Bucher, who remains the driving force 
behind the design of the villa and the creative eye behind the decor. “You 
can find a piano played by Franz Liszt in one room and a small table where 
Winston Churchill had breakfast in the other. Maybe there is too much stuff, 
but we like it, and in fact, this villa was not conceived to be minimal.”

→ www.villaserbelloni.com

→ Hotel Villa Serbelloni has a secret 
garden hidden from the public 
eye that features breathtaking 
views of the lake and surrounding 
mountains, providing a peaceful 
and serene escape for guests 
seeking solitude.

GRanD hoteL  
VILLa seRBeLLonI 

LAKE COMO, ITALY 

CLARIDGE’S — LONDON, UNITED KINGDOMGrand Hotels of the World In the cIty49 50

cLaRIDGe’s
LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

London has its fair share of impeccable historic buildings and grand hotels, 
although none it can be said to compete with the landmark Mayfair hotel, 
Claridge’s, located in London’s most prestigious and expensive borough. 
It’s one of the best historic five-star hotels in the world, unrivalled for its 
combination of timeless elegance, discreet luxury and near-faultless service 
delivered by confident and well-trained staff at the top of their game.

Gliding through the revolving doors and strolling across that 
polished Art Deco-tiled floor to the sound of a tinkling live piano feels like 
the ultimate luxury and yet, somehow, it feels homely. In the glamorous 
lobby, a vast chandelier tops a scene plucked from a film set, filled with big, 
statement bouquets from nearby McQueens Flowers.

It’s no surprise Claridge’s has become a home-from-home for 
Hollywood stars, dignitaries, and royalty past and present. Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert visited in the 1860s, Winston Churchill stayed after his 
election defeat in 1945, when suite 212 was declared Yugoslavian territory 
so that Crown Prince Alexander II could be born on his own country’s soil. 
In the 1950s, actors and actresses Cary Grant, Katharine Hepburn, Audrey 
Hepburn, Yul Brynner, Bing Crosby and Spencer Tracy – who said he’d 
rather go to Claridge’s than to heaven when he dies – were all guests. 

In 2000, a new generation of creatives call Claridge’s home: Kate Moss 
celebrates her 30th birthday here, Jade Jagger and Lulu Guinness describe the 
hotel as their ultimate treat while designer Diane von Furstenberg launches 
four rooms and suites as part of her first interiors project.

Setting eyes on the magnificent red-brick Art Deco masterpiece 
building it’s hard to imagine it started life as a single house. It was originally 
founded as the Mivart’s Hotel in 1812 by a man called James Mivart, to 
provide monthly accommodation for wealthy visitors to London. As the 
success of Mivart’s grew, additional houses in the row were bought and 
combined into the grand building we know today. While Mivart’s was 
thriving, William and Marianne Claridge were running their successful hotel 
on Brook Street, eventually buying Mivart’s Hotel in 1854 and combining 
the two properties. They were briefly collectively known as “Claridge’s late 
Mivart’s”, until 1856 when it became simply Claridge’s. 

The Claridge’s we see today is rooted in the 1920s. It was remodelled 
in the 1990s based on archival photos that reflect the Art Deco style of 1929; 
a nod to the hotel’s reputation as a haven of hedonistic luxury and glamour 
for flappers and jazz cats at the time who danced the Charleston and sipped 
cocktails to the sound of George Gershwin in the hotel’s ballroom. Even 
after a recent spectacular makeover five years in the making that went ahead 
during the 2020 lockdown, it retains its old-school glamour.

→ www.claridges.co.uk

→ During World War II, the hotel 
was requisitioned by the British 
government and used as a military 
headquarters. Rumor has it that 
secret tunnels were built under the 
hotel to provide a quick escape 
route in case of an enemy attack.

Grand Hotels of the World34

Indulge in the opulent world of grand hotels 
with our latest publication, Grand Hotels of the 
World. Embark on a journey through time and 
space to explore some of the most iconic and 
historic hotels that have been welcoming guests 
for centuries. With stunning photography and 
detailed descriptions, this book celebrates the 
splendor and majesty of these architectural 
gems, showcasing their unique stories and 
rich cultural heritage. From the glamour of the 
French Riviera to the exotic charm of Southeast 
Asia, Grand Hotels of the World is a tribute to the 
timeless elegance and luxurious amenities that 
have made these hotels a symbol of high society 
and refined travel. 

GRAND HOTELS  
OF THE WORLD
ELLIE SEYMOUR
EXPECTED October 2023
FINISH Hardcover
FORMAT 21 × 28 cm
PAGES 256
ISBN 9789460583513
LANGUAGE English
PRICE € 49,95 | £ 45 | $ 55

In this book, travel writer and blogger Ellie Seymour takes you on  
a journey around the world and back in time, to 40 of the world’s most 
iconic historic hotels that have welcomed guests in luxury and style  
for centuries. The breathtaking photographs and detailed descriptions 
offer a glimpse behind the doors of these majestic establishments,  
which conceal intriguing worlds of opulence and history. 

From the fabled Ritz in Paris to Villa Serbelloni on the shores of Lake 
Como, from the breathtaking Kulm Hotel in St. Moritz to the historic 
Waldorf Astoria in New York, this book tells the fascinating stories of 
some of the world’s most imposing architectural gems as well as the 
famous guests – celebrities, crowned heads, world leaders, ... – who have 
strutted through their magnificent corridors. Because of what went on 
there, their timeless architectural value, rich tradition, exquisite decor 
and unparalleled service, all these hotels have become destinations in 
themselves, and unique and valuable examples of a cultural heritage that 
hopefully will be preserved forever. The classy design and finish of this 
book match the subject matter and content perfectly, making this coffee-
table book the ideal gift for anyone with a soft spot for beauty, nostalgia 
and old-school hospitality.

A CLASSY COFFEE-
TABLE BOOK 
FOR ANYONE WITH 
A SOFT SPOT FOR 
STYLISH TRAVELS 
AND THE GRANDEUR 
OF YESTERYEAR
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AMAZING MOUNTAIN CABINS  
ARCHITECTURE WORTH THE HIKE 
AGATA TOROMANOFF

The Slovenian Alps are a mountain 
range located in Slovenia, in the 
southeastern part of the European 
Alps.

The highest peak in the Slovenian 
Alps is Mount Triglav, which stands 
at 2,864 meters (9,396 feet) tall. 
It is the highest mountain in 
Slovenia and is also featured on
the country’s national flag.

The Slovenian Alps are home to a 
variety of flora and fauna, including 
alpine flowers, chamois, ibex, and 
marmots.

The region is known for its stunning 
scenery, with picturesque valleys, 
glistening lakes, and dramatic 
mountain ranges.

The Slovenian Alps are a popular 
destination for outdoor enthusiasts, 
offering activities such as hiking, 
skiing, rock climbing, and mountain 
biking.

The region is also rich in cultural 
history, with numerous castles, 
churches, and museums showcasing 
Slovenia’s past.

The Slovenian Alps are home to 
several ski resorts, including 
Kranjska Gora, Vogel, and Krvavec, 
which offer a range of ski runs 
suitable for all levels of skiers.

The Julian Alps, which form part of 
the Slovenian Alps, were declared a 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve in 2003, 
in recognition of their unique and 
diverse ecosystem.

The region has a continental climate, 
with cold winters and warm summers, 
and an average annual precipitation 
of around 1,500 mm (59 inches).

The Slovenian Alps are easily 
accessible from Ljubljana, the 
capital of Slovenia, which is just a 
short drive away from the mountains.

1514

    ALPINE
SHELTER

 SKUTA
SLOVENIA

The Alpine Shelter in Skuta, Slovenia, designed by 
OFIS Architects, is a stunning example of modern 
architecture in a remote mountainous location. Completed 
in 2015, the shelter replaces the original hut from 1977 
and was built with sustainability and functionality in 
mind. The design features a triangular roof that blends 
seamlessly with the surrounding landscape, while the 
interior boasts a minimalistic yet cozy feel. The shelter 
can accommodate up to 25 people and offers basic amenities 
such as a kitchen, dining area, and sleeping quarters. 
The building is also equipped with a photovoltaic system 
that provides electricity, making it self-sufficient and 
environmentally friendly. The Alpine Shelter in Skuta is 
an excellent destination for nature lovers and architecture 
enthusiasts alike, providing a unique and comfortable 
experience in the heart of the Alps.

54

AMAZING MOUNTAIN CABINS 
ARCHITECTURE WORTH THE HIKE 
AGATA TOROMANOFF
EXPECTED October 2023
FINISH Hardcover
FORMAT 21 × 28 cm
PAGES 240
ISBN 9789460583520
LANGUAGE English
PRICE € 45 | £ 40 | $ 50

Discover the hidden and understated beauty of 30 mountain cabins  
with remarkable architecture. From cosy retreats in the forest to modern 
structures on the edge of a cliff with breathtaking views, the cabins and 
cottages in this book stand out for their unique and innovative design and 
the way they blend with the often rugged natural surroundings. Stunning 
photographs showcase these cabins in all their glory, drawing attention  
to the well-thought-out details, from the materials used to the panoramic 
views that blow visitors’ socks off. In the accompanying texts, Agata 
Toromanoff (author and designer of several books on architecture, design 
and art) sheds light on the vision of the renowned architects who designed 
these cabins, to find out what inspired them to create mountain retreats 
that not only provide shelter but also enhance the natural splendour of 
the landscape. 

This book is a must for architecture lovers, but it is also a handy source  
of inspiration for your next mountain vacation. Not only does it present 
30 mountain cabins in Europe and North America, with each cabin you’ll 
also find information about hiking trails in the area.

30 EXTRAORDINARY 
ARCHITECTURAL 
CABINS IN THE 
MOUNTAINS AND  
HIKING TRAILS FOR 
YOUR BUCKET LIST
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MORPHĒ  
VAN DAMME – VANDEPUTTE ARCHITECTS

4 5

2 3

I.
Conversation
& Inspiration 
— p6

II.
Works
— p45

III.
Looking Ahead
— p220

morphē

Van Damme — Vandeputte Architects

MORPHĒ 
VAN DAMME – VANDEPUTTE  
ARCHITECTS
PHOTOS Cafeine
EXPECTED August 2023
FINISH Hardcover
FORMAT 21 × 28 cm
PAGES 240
ISBN 9789460583575
LANGUAGE English
PRICE € 49,95 | £ 45 | $ 55

Five years ago, Hannes Van Damme and Benoît Vandeputte founded the 
architectural firm Van Damme – Vandeputte. Today, they can already 
look back on an impressive portfolio with a wide range of architectural 
projects: new residential constructions tailored to the client’s needs, 
sustainable and high-quality renovations, interior design with special 
detailing, offices and corporate sites built with, among other things, great 
attention to the integration into the surroundings, and restorations of 
(protected) heritage sites. A provisional highlight is the move of their 
office to a beautifully renovated historic building in Izegem.

In this classy coffee-table book, compiled and designed with the greatest  
care, Van Damme – Vandeputte not only present a selection of 
architectural creations, but also shed light on the meaningful aspects  
of the process and philosophy behind their oeuvre. The book consists of  
3 parts: in ‘conversation & inspiration’, the architects are interviewed about 
their architecture and what inspires them, and photos of these sources 
of inspiration are included. In part 2, ‘works’, 15 projects are extensively 
presented in beautiful images by Cafeine. Finally, ‘looking ahead’ is 
devoted to ongoing and currently unfinished projects, with renders and 
sketches. This unique book is like an extension of the architectural oeuvre 
of Van Damme – Vandeputte, and exemplifies the passion and dedication 
with which the architectural firm realises each of its projects.

SUBLIME 
AND INSPIRING  
COFFEE-TABLE 
BOOK ABOUT  
THE MULTIFACETED 
ARCHITECTURE 
AND VISION OF 
VAN DAMME – 
VANDEPUTTE
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INTÉRIEURS DE MAGASINS  
LE PASSÉ AU PRÉSENT
KATHERINE ENNEKENS

40 BEAUTIFUL 
AUTHENTIC SHOP 
INTERIORS IN 
BELGIUM FROM  
1875 ONWARDS
IN WORDS AND 
PHOTOS

INTÉRIEURS DE MAGASINS  
LE PASSÉ AU PRÉSENT 
KATHERINE ENNEKENS
PHOTOS Bart Kiggen
EXPECTED September 2023
FINISH Hardcover
FORMAT 17 × 24 cm
PAGES 192
ISBN 9789460583551
LANGUAGE French & Dutch
PRICE € 29,95

Katherine Ennekens has a mission: to ensure that the still intact old  
shop interiors in Belgium are preserved for the future. Unfortunately, 
there are few of these beautiful examples of craftsmanship left today. 
To map and draw attention to these remaining heritage gems, Katherine 
published the book Intérieurs de magasins le passé au present in 2014.  
Of the 40 authentic interiors she presented there, many have since been 
lost: it shows how fragile this heritage is, and thus how important it is to 
treat it with care. 

That is why Katherine Ennekens now brings this second book, hoping  
that a better fate awaits her 40 ‘new’ old shops. All these interiors are 
located in Belgium, are built on site, older than 50 years and exceptionally 
well preserved. The most diverse types of shops are featured, spread 
throughout the country: from a tobacco store in Antwerp to a poulterer 
in Sint-Truiden, from an optician in Charleroi to a candy store in Bruges, 
from a cheese shop in Brussels to a shoe store in Verviers. Some are still 
open, some were given a new use, some stand empty behind the closed 
shutters. Photographer Bart Kiggen captured them all for this book and 
for posterity. And, who knows, to inspire (young) shopkeepers to start  
a business in an authentic interior and thus help preserve the charm  
of a village or town.
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THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF CHICAGO  
LAUREN VIERA

6 0  P L A C E S 
T O  D I S C O V E R 

C H I C A G O

5 ways to enjoy the C H I C A G O  R I V E R  ——————— 152

5 beautiful G A R D E N S  ——————————————————— 154

5 S C U L P T U R E S  worth seeking out —————————— 156

5 P E D E S T R I A N  T R A I L S  for walking ———————— 158

5 N A T U R E  O U T I N G S  —————————————————— 160

5 delightful C I T Y  P A R K S  ———————————————— 162

5 landmark N E I G H B O R H O O D S  ——————————— 164

5 historic M U S I C  S P O T S  ———————————————— 166

5 magical E X P E R I E N C E S  ———————————————— 168

5 R E L I C S  O F  H I S T O R Y  ———————————————— 170

5 incredible V I E W S  ————————————————————— 172

5 local M A R K E T S  —————————————————————— 174

CHICAGO RIVER

48 49

5 examples of  
2 1 S T  C E N T U R Y 

A R C H I T E C T U R E

101 AQUA TOWER BY 
STUDIO GANG
225 N. Columbus Dr

New East Side

+1 312 278 2782

rentaqua.com

Completed in 2009 and standing 80 stories 

amidst the city’s tallest buildings, this 

tastefully modern building is a refreshing 

break in a skyline crowded with post-

modern skyscrapers. Designed by Jeanne 

Gang, the wave-patterned building houses 

the 18-story Radisson Blu and scores of 

private residences that benefit from the 

building’s thoughtfully elongated terraces 

with Lake Michigan views.

102 JAY PRITZKER 
PAVILION AND  
BP BRIDGE BY 
FRANK GEHRY
201 E. Randolph St

Millennium Park

+1 312 742 1168

jaypritzker 

pavilion.com

One look at these shiny metal structures 

and it’s easy to spot Frank Gehry’s 

handiwork. Both opened to the public in 

2004 as part of the expansive Millennium 

Park development project, which 

reimagined a swath of rail yards and 

parking lots as a new “front yard” to the 

city. Come summertime, Pritzker Pavilion 

hosts live music most evenings, while 

the BP Bridge connects crowds to the 

sprawling Maggie Daley Park.

102 BP BRIDGE BY FRANK GEHRY

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS 
OF CHICAGO 
LAUREN VIERA
PHOTOS Giovanni Simeone
EXPECTED September 2023
FINISH Softcover
FORMAT 12 × 18 cm
PAGES ca. 272
ISBN 9789460583483
LANGUAGE English
PRICE € 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25

Lauren Viera has lived in Chicago for more than 20 years, building a 
career in journalism. She wrote – among other subjects – about music for 
the Chicago Tribune, she worked as a senior editor for Time Out Chicago 
and then returned to the Chicago Tribune, as a correspondent. For a 
while she devoted herself to writing about and reviewing cocktails and 
cocktail bars, and then made a career switch to work as a copywriter and 
consultant for various brands and campaigns. 

An avid fan and connoisseur of her hometown, Lauren lovingly selected 
for this guide 500 great spots and addresses that she would recommend 
to visiting friends, categorised into original lists such as:

— 5 takes on the Chicago H O T  D O G S 
— 5 B O O K  S H O P S  for browsing 
— 5 ways to enjoy the C H I C A G O  R I V E R 
— 5 unlikely A R T  D E S T I N A T I O N S 
— 5 hotels with I N C R E D I B L E  V I E W S 
— and much more.

EXPLORE CHICAGO 
IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF A TRUE LOCAL
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THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF SEATTLE  
ALLIE TRIPP

66 67

5 S C E N I C  W A L K S

51 GREEN LAKE LOOP
Green Lake

Come to Green Lake on a nice Seattle day 

and you’ll certainly enjoy yourself. But 

come on a rainy day and really feel like  

a local, walking the ~3 mile loop 

alongside every kind of Seattleite (and 

their dogs, strollers and rollerblades). 

There are a number of bathrooms 

around the length of the walk and plenty 

of places for snacks and drinks, too, 

primarily on the east side.

52 OLYMPIC  
SCULPTURE  
GARDEN TO  
ELLIOTT BAY PARK
Belltown

Starting at the Olympic Sculpture Garden 

in Belltown, walk North along the Elliott 

Bay Trail. You’ll pass by small beaches, 

a petite rose garden, offshore salmon 

pens and a granary ship terminal while 

enjoying spectacular views of Puget Sound 

& the Olympic Mountains. Whenever you 

turn around you’ll be greeted by a view of 

Mount Rainier and the downtown skyline.

52 ELLIOTT BAY PARK

12 13

5 places to go nuts for 
S E A T T L E  D O N U T S

11 TOP POT DONUTS
2124 5th Avenue

Belltown

+12067281966

toppotdoughnuts.com

Okay, Top Pot donuts aren’t exactly 

hidden in Seattle, but they are excellent. 

Their flagship store in Belltown is well 

worth a visit (President Obama has even 

visited) and has ample seating to linger 

over your sweet treat. Try the classic 

combination of a latte and a glazed old 

fashioned, or splurge on one of their 

excellent apple fritters.

11 TOP POT DONUTS

12 KING DONUTS
7820 Rainier Ave S

Rainier Beach

+12067213103

kingdonutsseattle.com

King Donuts in Rainier Valley just moved 

to a new location, which is great for 

them but means you’ll miss out on the 

opportunity to do your laundry at the 

same time. (The business used to be at a 

location that housed a teriyaki shop and 

laundromat.) Never fear, you’ll be enjoying 

their buttermilk and raised donuts too 

much to miss the former quirks.

13 MIGHTY O’S
2110 N 55th St

Green Lake

+12065475431

mightyo.com

Vegans and their companions will be 

delighted with the variety of classic donut 

options at Mighty O’s. From classics 

like cinnamon & sugar or glazed to 

slightly funkier combinations like the 

grasshopper (peppermint & chocolate 

icing), you really can’t go wrong with 

whatever your go-to donut order is.

14 DOUGH JOY
4310 SW Oregon St

West Seattle

+12064535658

doughjoydonuts.com

Dough Joy represents the other side of the 

donut-wave, catering also to vegans, but 

to those with more experimental palates. 

Flavors like grapefruit cherry shortbread 

and rose cardamom will tempt your 

tastebuds while you likely wait in line 

on a weekend morning. The West Seattle 

location is attached to their charming 

plant area, Botanic! at the Disco.

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS 
OF SEATTLE 
ALLIE TRIPP
PHOTOS Allie Tripp
EXPECTED September 2023
FINISH Softcover
FORMAT 12 × 18 cm
PAGES ca. 272
ISBN 9789460583476
LANGUAGE English
PRICE € 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25

In this guide, local Allie Tripp sets out to show you that Seattle is so much 
more than the headquarters of Starbucks and Microsoft. She moved 
to Seattle in 2013 for her studies at the University of Washington, and 
never left. Today, she works for the Washington Trails Association; her 
job and friends helped her to get to know not only the city’s diverse 
vibrant neighbourhoods inside and out, but also the incredibly lush and 
varied nature around it – Seattle owes its nickname ‘Emerald City’ to the 
greenery of the large trees that surround the city, and from so many places 
in the city you have magnificent views of the mountains and water. The 
north of the American West Coast is therefore not only an ideal destination 
for a city break, but also for an outdoor vacation.

In this personal guide, the author leads you away from the beaten path to 
hundreds of special and unexpected addresses and places, presented in 
original lists such as: 

— 5 great restaurants for S E A  F O O D 
— 5 C L O T H I N G  S H O P S  to pinpoint Seattle style 
— 5 A R C H I T E C T U R E  T O U R S 
— 5 great H I K E S  close to the city 
— 5 places to G E T  O U T  O N  T H E  W A T E R 
— and much more.

FALL IN LOVE  
WITH THE EMERALD 
CITY’S VIBRANT 
NEIGHBOURHOODS 
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THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
STOCKHOLM
ANTONIA AF PETERSENS 
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN NEW EDITION 9789460583452
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5 places to discover  
S T R E E T  A R T  &  M U S I C

406 YELDEĞIRMENI
Karakolhane Cd. 

Kadıköy ➆

In 2012, the founders of the Mural 

Istanbul Festival decided to turn the 

agonisingly plain apartment building 

façades in their neighbourhood into  

giant canvases for street art. Explore  

the İskele, Uzun Hafız and Misaki Milli 

Streets to gaze up admiringly at large-

scale murals that were created by local 

and international street artists during  

the annual festival.

407 SARIYER 
Büyükdere Mh.

Çayıbaşı Cd. 

Sarıyer ➅

In 2018, the Mural Istanbul Festival 

travelled from Kadıköy to Sarıyer to turn 

another neighbourhood into an open-air 

exhibition of excellent street art. Explore 

Çayıbaşı Street to discover the large-scale 

murals of the local street artists Max on 

Duty, Leo Lunatic and Esk Reyn.

408 OSMANBEY  
METRO STOP 
Corner of 

Halaskargazi Cd. 

and Rumeli Cd. 

Şişli ➂

Find the official Istanbul metro music 

spot (designated with a music-themed 

wall decal) by following the ‘Rumeli’, 

exit at the Osmanbey stop. Expect to 

come across a violin and cello duo, a 

remarkable solo guitarist with a voice 

like Elvis or a master of the traditional 

Turkish kanun instrument. 

409 ŞIŞHANE METRO 
Şişhane

Beyoğlu ➀

A much less crowded (and appreciated) 

music spot is definitely hidden upstairs 

at the Şişhane metro stop. Take the 

‘İstiklal Caddesi’ exit, and make a 

small contribution to a very talented 

jazz saxophonist or a man playing old 

Anatolian folk songs on his saz instrument.

410 İSTIKLAL CADDESI
İstiklal Cd. 

Beyoğlu ➀

Head to the famously overcrowded İstiklal 

Caddesi (Avenue) early in the morning 

(when it’s not overcrowded) to really 

appreciate the beauty of its historic 

buildings, shopping arcades and the 

multitude of street art all around from 

local and international artists. To enjoy 

the street music, however, you’ll have to 

come by later and brace the crowds. 

407 SARIYER

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
TOKYO
YUKIKO TAJIMA
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN NEW EDITION 9789460583490

update
july
2023

update
september

2023

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
ISTANBUL
FERIDE YALAV 
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN NEW EDITION 9789460583506

update
september

2023
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The 5 best places for
J A P A N E S E  N O O D L E S

31 KANDA MATSUYA
1-13 Kanda-Sudacho

Chiyoda-ku ➈
+81 (0)3-3251-1556

kanda-matsuya.jp

32 SARASHINA HORII
3-11-4 Moto-Azabu

Minato-ku ➅
+81 (0)3-3403-3401

sarashina-horii.com

33 MATSUO
2-1-7 Sarugaku-cho

Chiyoda-ku ➈
+81 (0)3-3291-3529

They have been serving hand-kneaded  

soba (buckwheat noodle) here since  

the Meiji period. Goma (sesame) soba is  

the owner’s recommended menu and also 

the most popular one for women. The 

Sobagaki (a dumpling made of buckwheat 

and water) and Ten-Nanban (tempura soba) 

are also very good.

This restaurant is said to have opened over 

200 years ago. Their signature menu of 

Sarashina Soba consists of white noodles 

that are made of buckwheat kernels. The 

seasonal soba is prepared with Sarashina 

Soba mixed with an ingredient. You can also 

choose between two types of dipping sauces.

The menu has plenty of options but if you 

can’t decide then order Nishoku-mori, or 

two different flavours on one plate. They 

also have a variety of side dishes, including 

tempura and yaki-miso (grilled miso). Try 

sobagaki with red bean paste if you still 

have some room for dessert.
31  KANDA MATSUYA

The 5 most expansive F R E E  V I E W P O I N T S  ——————— 150

5 remarkable S T A T U E S  ——————————————————————— 152

The 5 most beautiful U N D E R G R O U N D  S T A T I O N S  — 154

5 G R E E N  A R E A S  in the city —————————————————— 156

5 great N E I G H B O U R H O O D S  to visit ——————————— 158

5 must-visit M A R K E T S  ———————————————————————— 160

5 places where you should L O O K  U P  —————————————— 162

5 F A S C I N A T I N G  C E M E T E R I E S  ————————————— 164

5 places related to G R E T A  G A R B O  —————————————— 166

5 places that are featured in  
N O R D I C  N O I R  N O V E L S  &  T V   ————————————— 168

5 annual E V E N T S  not to miss ——————————————————— 170

KUNGSTRÄDGÅRDEN UNDERGROUND STATION

5 5  P L A C E S 
T O  D I S C O V E R 
S T O C K H O L M
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Camper Food & Stories 231230 Campania

PASTA 

ALLE VONGOLE

Serves 4

1 onion
2 garlic cloves
2 chillis
1 kg vongole (small clams)
½ bunch of flat-leaf parsley
400 g linguini or spaghetti
100 ml olive oil 
salt

Finely chop the onion and the garlic. Finely slice the chillis. Rinse  

the clams twice. Finely chop the parsley. In the meantime, cook  

your pasta. Set the timer for 2 minutes less than the package 

instructions recommend. 

Heat the oil in a large frying pan and fry the garlic and the onion with 

the chillis. Tip the clams into the pan and give everything a good 

shake. Put the lid on the pan. Don’t let them cook for too long. 

Add the pasta to the clams and stir or toss well. Sprinkle with some 

parsley leaves and season with salt. Toss again and serve.

Pasta alle vongole has to be our favourite dish in the world and we think most people  
are inclined to agree with us. This is the classic way of preparing it. We don’t add tomato  

or any other ingredients which – in our humble opinion – don’t really belong in this dish anyway. 
Instead of clams (vongole), you can use the shellfish or seafood that you like best  

or that is available in shops or at the market. 

211

210

Deurne

the building originally also had a roof garden, 
which later had to be removed due to leaks. 
18. Menegemlei 23, Renaat Braem (1958)   

 

Take the second street on your left to walk back to 
Boekenberglei, where you can see another archi-
tect’s home at no. 129. Roger Groothaert (19) was 
a strong believer in the integration of architecture 
and art, a vision he shared with Braem. Together 

Menegemlei 23, Renaat Braem (1958)

Camper Food & Stories 7978 Liguria

Liguria’s Riviera has two parts. The Riviera di 

Ponente extends to the west of Genoa, with wide 

beaches. We visited the eastern part, the Riviera 

di Levante, with its rugged rocks. The ideal way 

to explore this amazing coastline is by boat. We 

took the ferry to Portofino. There are several 

departures every hour and you buy your ticket on 

the spot from the ticket office. Our boat stopped 

at Santa Margherita, Portofino, and San Fruttuoso; 

they are all just 15 minutes from each other. From 

the water, you can see how breathtaking the 

Ligurian coast is, with countless inlets and small 

bays such as Baia del Silenzio, and small towns 

that dot the rocky hillsides. If you have the time, 

head for San Fruttuoso, a hamlet with just a few 

residents and cliffs that are up to 40 metres high. 
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TOERIST MODERNIST
WALKING ALONG MODERNIST ARCHITECTURE IN BELGIUM   
GERLIN HEESTERMANS

CAMPER FOOD & STORIES – ITALY 
ELS SIREJACOB & BRAM DEBAENST

TOERIST MODERNIST
WALKING ALONG MODERNIST 
ARCHITECTURE IN BELGIUM 
GERLIN HEESTERMANS
English | 256 p.
€ 24,95 | £ 22 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583438

CAMPER FOOD &  
STORIES – ITALY  
ELS SIREJACOB & BRAM DEBAENST
English | 240 p.
€ 29,95 | £ 25 | $ 30
ISBN 9789460583414

12 TOURS ALONG 
MODERNIST GEMS  
FROM INSTAGRAM’S   
@TOERISTMODERNIST

THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL PLACES 
AND DELICIOUS 
RECIPES FOR A 
CAMPER VAN TRIP 
THROUGH ITALY
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How important is colour in your work?
 I work mostly in colour, and occasionally in 
black and white. Colour is important. I prefer not to use 
thousands of different colours and I’m not really a fan 
of saturated colours, never have been. Growing up, I 
was surrounded by a lot of abstract art, which also had 
simple colour use and simple shapes. 
 I do colour researches for certain projects,
but when I’m making things out of paper, there aren’t
a million colours to choose from and somehow, I always 
end up with a yellow or a red and a blue. There is lots 
more to be discovered, so I would like to do more with it. 

What is your work process like?
 I start with big pieces of paper that I fill with 
written and sketched ideas. I didn’t have a computer 
while I was at art school, so I actually made everything 
by hand. I would often cut paper or create shapes with 
ink and then photograph what I drew. I used to scan the 
pieces of paper, but that’s a lot of work, so now I make 
very small drawings and then blow them up on the 
computer. That’s how an image usually starts. A circle 
can be made in Illustrator, but usually it’s inspired by cut 
shapes or hand-drawn shapes, and I develop it further 
from there. 

Who or what has been the biggest influence on your 
way of creative thinking?
 I believe that everybody is a creative thinker.
I also believe that creative thinking is always happening 
and developing. The things that inspire me can come 
from daily conversations with a stranger or a beautiful 
picture, or the way someone sees a thing or the world.
I once had a teacher who said: “A character with no eyes 
has no life”. Those are the kinds of things that I never 
forget. Whenever I make a figure with no eyes, I think 
of him—so in this case he did influence me, but I don’t 
always listen to advice. 
 I generally just really enjoy seeing people doing
their own thing and being really passionate about it. 
Erik Kessels, for example: I think it’s wonderful how he 
dives into these photography archives and re-archives 
them in his own way. Maybe it’s a universally human 
thing to be obsessed and fascinated by something.
I think sharing those fascinations with each other is
really nice. Even conversations with my mom about 
what I’m making can be inspiring. 

What is failure to you?
 In my creative process, I always go through 
a phase of making a lot of things that don’t satisfy me. 
I have a friend with whom I share my failures or ’ugly 
things’, to make it okay to look at them. I always go 
through this rough patch where I feel lost, not knowing
where I’m going. I have come to realise that I need failure
to advance and grow. 
 I have the same conversation with students 
who expect to always be making better work, comparing
themselves to the people next to them. Everyone has 
their own process. I’ve come to embrace the failure. 
Actually, a process without failure and challenge is not 
one that satisfies me very much. Somehow, I always 
know I’m going to be unhappy before I’m happy, which 
might be a cycle that I’m used to. Maybe that’s the way 
life works for me.

Has the Covid-19 pandemic influenced your creative 
life?
 The pandemic has put a lot of things into 
perspective for everyone. We’re figuring out what is 
meaningful to us, what we need and miss, and what
we can do without. Creatively, Covid-19 has given me 
more room to breathe and therefore more headspace.
The assignments have continued to come in, but deadlines
seem to be less rigid. I have also discovered how lucky I 
am to have my own studio space. I share eighty square 
metres with one other artist, so there was always 
enough distance, as well as good company. Somehow 
when we were inside our studio, we could almost forget 
what was going on in the outside world. 

What’s the best piece of advice you’ve heard?
 A piece of advice that I give to students—and 
to myself during a creative process—is that when I’m 
stuck or I wonder why it’s not working the way I want
it to, I try to recall the last time that it did work. What 
was I surrounded by? What was the time of day? What 
was I listening to? Then I try to recreate this habitat 
so that I feel comfortable and ready to let the creative 
process bloom.

Everybody is a creative thinker.

CREATIVES ON CREATIVITY

CREATIVES ON CREATIVITY
STEVE BROUWERS 
English | 352 p.
€ 39,95 | £ 35 | $ 49,95
ISBN 9789460582837
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PHOTOGRAPH A BAD HABIT 
TODAY AND DELIBERATELY 
AVOID DOING IT FOR 
THE REST OF THE DAY.

PHOTOGRAPH THE IDEAS 
THAT ARE SWIMMING 
AROUND IN YOUR 
FAVOURITE DRINK.

We all have bad habits. Your heroes, your friends, your mother, 
your boss – everyone. Choose one of your bad habits today and 
visualise it. How would you photograph your bad habit? You don’t 
have to quit the habit altogether, just consciously avoid doing it 
today. Just for one day. 

When you say no to temptation, the power of this temptation only 
strengthens your willpower. Enjoy the energy boost today (it might 
even leave you wanting more).

Go to a bar – the bigger, the better – by yourself today and order 
your favourite drink. Look around, listen, think, sip your drink, 
and then think some more. Enjoy this time all to yourself and this 
world of ideas that was there all along, for which you have finally 
created some space. 

The photo of your drink will take you back in time to this moment.

“I count him braver who overcomes his desires than he who 
conquers his enemies; for the hardest victory is over self.”

Aristotle

“I used to go to Bob’s Big Boy restaurant just about every day 
from the mid-seventies until the early eighties. I’d have  
a milkshake and sit and think. There’s a safety in thinking in  
a diner. You can have your coffee or your milkshake, and you 
can go off into strange dark areas, and always come back 
to the safety of the diner.”

David Lynch56 57
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ONE PHOTO A DAY KEEPS THE DOCTOR AWAY
INSPIRING WAYS TO SLOW DOWN AND LOOK AROUND 
JOOST JOOSSEN
English | 240 p.
€ 22,95 | £ 20 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583278

BEA MOMBAERS  
ITEMS & INTERIORS  
BEA MOMBAERS 
English | 240 p.
€ 49,95 | £ 45 | $ 55
ISBN 9789460582530

3rd 
edition

100 BELGIAN ICONS
DEREK BLYTH 
English | 232 p.
€ 19,95 | £ 18,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582738

BEST BUILDINGS BRITAIN
MATTHEW FREEDMAN
English | 200 p.
€ 21 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582554

BEST BUILDINGS HOLLAND 
TOON LAUWEN
English & Dutch | 200 p.
€ 21 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582356

BEST BUILDINGS BELGIUM
HADEWIJCH CEULEMANS
English & Dutch | 232 p.
€ 21 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582233

B E S T 
B U I L D I N G S

H O L L A N D

BEST BUILDINGS   BELGIUM

BEST BUILDINGS – BELGIUM is de tweede, uitgebreide en herziene 
editie van de gids die verscheen in 2012 met als titel Belgium’s Best 
Buildings. Het is een stijlvolle en toegankelijke gids voor architectuurfans 
en voor iedereen met interesse in architectuur in België. Op basis 
van de top-10 lijstjes van gerenommeerde Belgische architecten en 
architectuurkenners werden voor deze nieuwe editie 94 gebouwen 
geselecteerd, die voltooid zijn na 1900. Het resultaat is een verrassende 
mix van bekroonde hedendaagse architectuurprojecten (zoals een 
crematorium in een schijnbaar oneindig landschap), historische must 
sees (zoals het Stocletpaleis), minder voor de hand liggende parels 
(zoals een brutalistische kerk in West-Vlaanderen) en adembenemende 
architectenwoningen.

BEST BUILDINGS – BELGIUM is the second, extended and revised edition 
of the guide Belgium’s Best Buildings that was fi rst published in 2012. 
It is an elegant and easy to use guide for architecture fans and for 
everyone who is curious about architecture in Belgium. Starting from the 
Top 10 lists of renowned Belgian architects, 94 buildings completed after 
1900 were selected and are presented in this new edition. It features a 
surprising mix of buildings, from award-winning contemporary projects 
(such as a crematorium that stands in a seemingly endless landscape), 
over historical must-sees (such as the Stoclet palace), up to less obvious 
buildings (such as a brutalist church in West-Flanders) and breathtaking 
architect’s homes.

B E L G I U M

B E S T 
B U I L D I N G S

WITH BUILDINGS…

… from the DAWN OF THE 20TH CENTURY, such 
as the Royal greenhouses in Laeken (1902), 
to RECENT PROJECTS, like the new campus of 
the University of Hasselt in a former prison 
building (2015).

… from OSTEND (the former post office 
building by Gaston Eysselinck) to SPA 
(sports centre La Fraineuse).

… in ART NOUVEAU STYLE, such as the house 
of Victor Horta, and as displays of postwar 
MODERNISM, such as the church of 
Saint-Rita by Léon Stynen.

… designed by critically acclaimed 
HISTORICAL MASTERS like Henry van de 
Velde, and award-winning projects by 
CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTS like the Bronks 
Youth Theatre by Martine De Maeseneer 
Architects (Mies van der Rohe Award 
2011).

… by MODEST BELGIAN MASTERS like Juliaan 
Lampens (° 1926) and by INTERNATIONALLY 
RENOWNED STAR ARCHITECTS like the 
American Gordon Bunshaft († 1990, winner 
of the Pritzker Architecture Prize in 1988).

MET GEBOUWEN…

… van aan het prille BEGIN VAN DE 20STE 
EEUW, zoals de Koninklijke serres in Laken 
(1902) tot RECENTE PROJECTEN, zoals de 
nieuwe campus van de UHasselt in een 
voormalige gevangenis (2015).

… van in OOSTENDE (het voormalige PTT-
gebouw van Gaston Eysselinck) tot in SPA 
(het sportcentrum La Fraineuse).

… in ART-NOUVEAUSTIJL, zoals de woning 
van Victor Horta, tot uithangborden van 
het naoorlogse MODERNISME, zoals de 
Sint-Ritakerk van Léon Stynen.

… ontworpen door alom gewaardeerde 
HISTORISCHE MEESTERS zoals Henry van 
de Velde, tot bekroonde projecten van 
HEDENDAAGSE ARCHITECTEN, zoals het 
Bronks Jeugdtheater van Martine 
De Maeseneer Architects (Mies van der 
Rohe Award 2011).

… van BESCHEIDEN BELGISCHE MEESTERS 
zoals Juliaan Lampens (°1926) 
tot INTERNATIONAAL BEKROONDE 
TOPARCHITECTEN zoals de Amerikaan 
Gordon Bunshaft (†1990, winnaar van de 
Pritzker Architecture Prize in 1988).

ISBN 978 946058 2233

Luster_BBB2_Cover_DRUK.indd   1 26/04/18   16:12

2nd 
updated
edition

COLONIAL TALES, TRAILS 
AND TRACES
NICHOLAS LEWIS 
English | 224 p.
€ 25
ISBN 9789460583186

STRANGE THINGS BEHIND 
BELGIAN WINDOWS
JEAN-LUC FEIXA
English | 160 photos | 208 p.
€ 17,50 | £ 16 | $ 21 
ISBN 9789460582714
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THE INVISIBLE MARK
ÉLISE VAN THUYNE
English | 160 + 8 p.
€ 39,95 | £ 36 | $ 50
ISBN 9789460582288

THE
INVISIBLE
MARK
ÉLISE

VAN
THUYNE

ELISE_COV_voorplat.indd   1 30/05/18   11:02

BERLIN GUIDE 
FOR INSTAGRAMMERS
SILVIE BONNE
English | 224 p.
€ 19,95 | £ 17,95 | $ 23
ISBN 9789460582745

NYC GUIDE 
FOR INSTAGRAMMERS
SILVIE BONNE
English | 224 p.
€ 19,95 | £ 17,95 | $ 23
ISBN 9789460582264

SOUTH AFRICA  
A ROAD TRIP
MIRJAM BLEEKER & FRANK VISSER
English | 258 p. + booklet
€ 39,95 | £ 36 | $ 50
ISBN 9789460582547

CLOSE TO NATURE 
INSPIRING HOUSES OFF THE ROAD
MIRJAM BLEEKER & FRANK VISSER
English | 256 p.
€ 25 | £ 23 | $ 32
ISBN 9789460581984

MADE IN CUBA
MOLLY MANDELL & JAMES BURKE
English | 256 p.
€ 39,95 | £ 36 | $ 50
ISBN 9789460582349

BELGIAN SOLUTIONS
VOLUME 1
DAVID HELBICH 
English | 301 photos | 304 p.
€ 25 | £ 21,95 | $ 30 
ISBN 9789460581571

BELGIAN SOLUTIONS
VOLUME 2
DAVID HELBICH 
English | 301 photos | 304 p.
€ 25 | £ 21,95 | $ 30 
ISBN 9789460581991

BELGIAN SOLUTIONS
VOLUME 3
DAVID HELBICH 
English | 301 photos | 304 p.
€ 25 | £ 21,95 | $ 30 
ISBN 9789460583230

BELGIAN 
SOLUTIONS

DAVID HELBICH

VOLUME 1 LUSTER

9 789460 581571

301 
Photographs 

304 
pagesNot every solution is an 

answer to a problem.

7th 
edition

5th 
edition
forth- 
coming
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ELIXIR D’ANVERS
HET VERHAAL – THE STORY
TANGUY OTTOMER 
English & Dutch | 192 p.
€ 39,95
ISBN 9789460583261

HANDELSBEURS ANTWERPEN
PAST & PRESENT
TANGUY OTTOMER
English & Dutch | 192 p.
€ 45
ISBN 9789460582400

Handelsbeurs  
Antwerpen
Past & Present

Tanguy Ottomer

BISTRO BELGE
NOSTALGIC PLACES TO EAT  
IN BELGIUM
TONI DE CONINCK
English & Dutch | 272 p.
€ 27,50 | £ 25 | $ 30 
ISBN 9789460582585

BELGIAN CAFÉ CULTURE
REGULA YSEWIJN
English & Dutch | 272 p.
€ 27,50 | £ 25 | $ 30
ISBN 9789460582950

3rd 
edition

THE ILLUSTRATED  
BOOK OF SONGS
COLM BOYD
English | 260 p.
€ 24,95 | £ 22 | $ 28
ISBN 9789460582486

TIME MACHINE GENT
TANGUY OTTOMER 
PHOTOS 2021 KEVIN FAINGNAERT
English & Dutch | 216 p.
€ 24,95 | £ 17,95 | $ 24
ISBN 9789460582936

TIME MACHINE ANTWERPEN
TANGUY OTTOMER 
PHOTOS 2020 JEROEN VERRECHT
English & Dutch | 216 p.
€ 24,95 | £ 17,95 | $ 24
ISBN 9789460582721

TIME MACHINE BRUSSELS
MEMORY GAME
60 cards in a box
€ 15 | £ 12,95 | $ 19,95
ISBN 9789460582998

TIME MACHINE GENT
MEMORY GAME
60 cards in a box
€ 15 | £ 12,95 | $ 19,95
ISBN 9789460582974

TIME MACHINE ANTWERPEN
MEMORY GAME
60 cards in a box
€ 15 | £ 12,95 | $ 19,95
ISBN 9789460582776

TIME MACHINE BRUSSELS
TANGUY OTTOMER 
PHOTOS 2021 TIM FISHER
English, Dutch & French | 216 p.
€ 24,95 | £ 17,95 | $ 24
ISBN 9789460582981

2nd 
edition
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PLACE
PHILIPPE VIÉRIN
English | 112 p.
€ 30 | ISBN 9789491789243
Publisher: Public Space

HET PREDIKHEREN 
MECHELEN
STIJN BOLLAERT E.A.
English & Dutch | 300 p.
€ 29 | ISBN 9789491789205
Publisher: Public Space

FOUNDATIONS OF  
URBAN DESIGN
MARCEL SMETS
English | 96 p.
€ 35 | ISBN 9781638400332
Co-edition: Actar Publishers & Public Space

FONDEMENTS DU  
PROJET URBAIN
MARCEL SMETS
French | 96 p.
€ 25 | ISBN 9789491789267
Publisher: Public Space

Re-Framing 
the Politics of 

Liesbeth Huybrechts, Oswald Devisch 
and Virginia Tassinari (UHasselt)

Re-Framing
 

Design

the Politics of Design

RE-FRAMING THE POLITICS 
OF DESIGN
LIESBETH HUYBRECHTS E.A. 
English | 232 p.
€ 30 | ISBN 9789491789304
Publisher: Public Space
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T H E  5 0 0 
H I D D E N  S E C R E T S

IMAGE Elif Savari, 
from The 500 Hidden Secrets of Istanbul
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45 WATER MAZE

Amazing M A Z E S

45 WATER MAZE
AT: HEVER CASTLE  
AND GARDENS
Hever, 

Kent

TN8 7NG

South East

+44 (0)17 3286 5224

hevercastle.co.uk

You might want to bring a change of clothes, or at 

least a towel, to take on the Water Maze. Few make 

it to the stone grotto at the centre without getting 

wet. The unusual puzzle is made up of stepping 

stones sitting over water. One wrong step and your 

stepping stone could tilt, soaking you thanks to 

the water jets hidden below. Once you’ve dried off, 

stick around to explore Hever Castle – it was once 

the childhood home of Henry VIII’s second wife 

Anne Boleyn.

160

Secluded B E A C H E S

185 THE STRANGLES
Crackington Haven,

Cornwall

EX23 0LQ

South West

This beach takes quite some effort to get to (and 

back out of) but the exertion is well worth it. 

The Strangles is signposted from the coastal road 

and the South West Coast Path, a little south of 

Crackington Haven. To begin with, the path takes 

you past hedgerows and fields before it opens 

out to expansive views of the Atlantic. Here the 

route becomes steep and sometimes slippery 

underfoot, as you start to meander down the 

cliff, past heather and gorse flowers, to the beach 

below. When you’ve made it you’ll most likely 

be rewarded with a stretch of magical coastline, 

complete with a rock arch, all to yourself. At worst 

you’ll share it with a couple of other intrepid 

beach-goers. Unsurprisingly there are no facilities 

at The Strangles, so you’d be wise to pack a picnic 

to fuel your ascent back up the path.

186 FORMBY BEACH
Formby,

Merseyside

L37 1LJ

North West

+44 (0)17 0487 8591

nationaltrust.org.uk

Okay, so on a sunny day, when visitors flock here in 

their droves, Formby can hardly be called a hidden 

gem. But visit out of season and you’ll be surprised 

to find this great swathe of pristine sand dune and 

sea, so close to a major city like Liverpool. Visit 

to discover silent forests, red squirrels, incredible 

dunes, miles of soft sand and the outlines of 

shipwrecks just off the coast. 

185 THE STRANGLES

HIDDEN ENGLAND
ELLIE WALKER-ARNOTT

HIDDEN ENGLAND
ELLIE WALKER-ARNOTT
English | 272 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583384

GET TO KNOW 
ENGLAND’S  
MOST WONDERFUL 
HIDDEN GEMS

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS

The 500 Hidden Secrets is an internationally successful city and travel guide series,
covering over 40 destinations in three categories:

H I D D E N  G U I D E S  on countries and regions
New price as from July 2023: € 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25

T H E M E D  H I D D E N  G U I D E S  on cities or regions, covering a specific theme
Price: € 24,95 | £ 18,95 | $ 25

T H E  5 0 0  H I D D E N  S E C R E T S ,  the original city guides
New price as from July 2023: € 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25

Each of our guides
— contains 500 or over 350 places to visit and tips 
— is packed with original lists 
— is written by a savvy local
— contains only independent advice
— is based on thorough research and the author’s personal opinions

Luster Publishing aims to frequently publish updates and reissues of every guide, in
close collaboration with the authors, to ensure there’s always a recent edition available.

Don’t forget to follow us on Instagram 
@500hiddensecrets or visit the500hiddensecrets.com 
for travel inspo and up-to-date information. 

Interested in a The 500 Hidden Secrets display 
for your shop? Ask about the conditions.

32
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BELGIUM FOR FOODIES
FEMKE VANDEVELDE  
English | 288  p.
€ 24,95 | £ 18,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582684

THE SOUTH OF FRANCE FOR ART LOVERS
ERIC RINCKHOUT  
English | 352  p.
€ 24,95 | £ 18,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582790

NOSTALGIC LONDON
ELLIE WALKER-ARNOTT  
English | 272  p.
€ 24,95 | £ 18,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582677

45

21 LEEUW
Kapelstraat 51

Hasselt

Limburg

+32 (0)468 14 74 47

leeuw.restaurant

Book a table at the brandnew restaurant of Laurens Snykers 

and Lien Buntinx if you’re up for a culinary adventure. The in-

novative seasonal tasting menu always includes a wide range 

of forgotten plants, root vegetables and seeds. As asparagus 

take pride of place in the Belgian terroir, we recommend 

booking a table at Leeuw during the asparagus season, which 

starts mid-April and runs until the end of June.

22 ’T AARDS PARADIJS
Merendreedorp 65

Merendree

East Flanders 

+32 (0)9 371 57 56

aardsparadijs.be

The green herb garden of ’t Aards Paradijs (paradise on  

earth) invites you to enter this converted shoe factory. 

Chef Lieven Lootens and his family have been running this 

restaurant for over 30 years now. His cuisine expertly pays 

respect to the natural flavours of vegetables, fruits and 

flowers. Lieven himself is a big fan of bees, as they pollinate 

no less than three-quarters of all our vegetable crops. Is it 

necessary to state that his honey-infused vegetable dishes  

are not to be missed?

23 PEGASUS
Guido Gezelle-

straat 5-7

Poperinge  

West Flanders  

+32 (0)475 94 31 27

pegasusrestaurant.be

Chef Bert Recour has a love for fine products which he serves 

without frills in his 18th-century dining room, including  

a romantic fire place. In addition to locally grown chicory  

and hop sprouts, there is much more to discover at Pegasus. 

Have a slice of Bert’s heavenly homemade bread, pair it with  

a reasonably priced wine from his cellar and your culinary 

party is just getting started.

Vibrant V E G E T A B L E S
take the lead

23 PEGASUS

31311 SKY MIRROR

1 SKY MIRROR
BY: ANISH KAPOOR
IN FRONT OF:  
Monte-Carlo Casino

Place du Casino

98000 Monaco

Anish Kapoor’s majestic mirror sculpture sits in the square 

in front of Monte-Carlo’s casino. The polished disc of concave 

steel, measuring 2,5 metres across, is an installation by  

British-Indian artist Anish Kapoor and was created in 1999.  

On the one hand, the simple sculpture contrasts strongly  

with the Casino’s belle époque splendour; on the other hand, 

Sky Mirror turns the world upside down, giving the illusion of 

bringing the sky down to street level. Perhaps Kapoor wanted 

to add a playful albeit critical element to the chic elegance of 

Monaco and its casino?

2 PABLO
BY: GABRIËL STERK
Place des Patriotes

06250 Mougins

Alpes-Maritimes

This oversized bronze statue of Pablo Picasso’s head was 

carved in 2008 by the Dutch artist Gabriël Sterk. You can  

find his statues of Paul Cézanne and Vincent van Gogh  

in La Rotonde in Aix-en-Provence and in front of the asylum  

in Saint-Paul-de-Mausole, respectively. This one stands on  

a terrace with a panoramic view overlooking the countryside 

around the hilltop town of Mougins. The statue is hard to  

miss as it is 2,4 metres tall and weighs 500 kilos. The work  

is a tribute to Pablo Picasso, who lived and worked in Mougins 

from 1961 until 1973, the year he died. The famous artist’s 

studio used to be housed in the building where the town’s 

tourist office is now located. He and his wife Jacqueline  

Roque lived in Mas de Notre Dame de Vie, next to the 

eponymous chapel.

Impressive 
P U B L I C  A R T

98 99

Glorious  
G R E E N H O U S E S

109 TEMPERATE AND 
PALM HOUSE
AT: KEW ROYAL  
BOTANIC GARDENS
TW9 3AE

West ��
+44 (0)20 8332 5655

kew.org

Kew Gardens is one of the UK’s UNESCO World Heritage 

Sites thanks to its beautifully maintained historical buildings 

and landscape, in which garden design and fashions from 

across the centuries, including work from famous landscape 

architects, are preserved. A botanical garden established by 

the royal family, Kew opened to the public in 1840. Today, you 

can find one of the biggest and most diverse plant collections 

in the world here, plus acres of lush greenery to wander 

around. The standout stars, though, are the garden’s perfectly 

preserved Victorian greenhouses. Palm House is humid and 

tropical inside while Temperate House, the world’s largest 

Victorian glasshouse, is home to 1500 species of plants from 

the world’s temperate zones. Both are total stunners. 

110 CHISWICK HOUSE 
CONSERVATORY 
AT: CHISWICK HOUSE  
AND GARDENS
Burlington Lane

W4 2RP

West ��
+44 (0)20 3141 3350

chiswickhouseand 

gardens.org.uk

Once one of the largest in the world, the Grade I-listed,  

300-foot (91,5-metre) glasshouse in the gardens of Chiswick 

House has since been dwarfed, but it’s still well worth  

a visit. It was built in the 18th century to house the Duke  

of Devonshire’s impressive collection of camellia plants,  

and 200 years later it’s still doing the same job. Go to spot  

the ‘Middlemist’s Red’ camellia – it’s one of the rarest plants  

on the planet. Afterwards, explore the rest of the gardens, 

which include walled kitchen gardens which supply the cafe, 

a symmetrical Italian garden and huge Atlantic blue cedar 

trees. The Beatles filmed Paperback Writer and Rain in these 

gardens.

111 SYON PARK’S GREAT 
CONSERVATORY 
AT: SYON HOUSE
Syon Park

TW8 8JF

West ��
+44 (0)20 8560 0882

syonpark.co.uk

In the grounds of 16th-century Syon House you’ll find  

a well-preserved, delicate glasshouse with a bold, domed  

roof. It was built in the early 19th century and filled with  

an array of exotic plants. Visit after dark in the run-up  

to Christmas to see the conservatory and surrounding 

parkland illuminated with colourful lights as part of Syon 

Park’s annual Enchanted Woodland trail.  

111 SYON PARK’S GREAT CONSERVATORY

HIDDEN BELGIUM
DEREK BLYTH 
English | 272 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583216

HIDDEN ICELAND
MICHAEL CHAPMAN  
English | 256  p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582653

HIDDEN BROOKLYN
KATELIJNE DE BACKER  
English | 280  p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583001

HIDDEN MALTA
VINCENT ZAMMIT  
English | 272  p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582660

HIDDEN SCOTLAND
LAUREN MACCALLUM 
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582431

HIDDEN HOLLAND
SASKIA NAAFS &  
GUIDO VAN EIJCK
English | 280 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25 
ISBN 9789460583353
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A N N A - C A R I N  N O R D I N

The 500 Hidden Secrets of 
M A D R I D

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
MILAN
SILVIA FRAU 
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583124

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
VENICE
ANNA SARDI 
English | 272 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583209

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
MADRID
ANNA-CARIN NORDIN 
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583285

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
PORTO
JO & SO 
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582646

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
LISBON
MIGUEL JÚDICE 
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583056

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
BARCELONA
MARK CLOOSTERMANS 
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583070

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
DUBLIN
SHANE O’REILLY
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583155 

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
LONDON
TOM GREIG 
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583193

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
COPENHAGEN
AUSTIN SAILSBURY 
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583049

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
PARIS
MARIE FARMAN 
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583063 

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
BERLIN
NATHALIE DEWALHENS 
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583087

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
ROME
LUISA GRIGOLETTO &  
CHRISTOPHER LIVESAY 
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583315
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THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
LOS ANGELES
ANDREA RICHARDS 
English | 272 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583094

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
NEW YORK
ELLEN SWANDIAK &  
KATELIJNE DE BACKER  
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583100

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
MIAMI
JEN KARETNICK
English | 272 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583308

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
VANCOUVER
SHANNON MACLACHLAN
English | 272 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582639

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
SAN FRANCISCO
LESLIE SANTARINA 
English | 272 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583117

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
TORONTO
ERIN FITZGIBBON 
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460582622

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
THE HAGUE
TAL MAES
English | 264 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583292

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
AMSTERDAM
SASKIA NAAFS & GUIDO VAN EIJCK
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583131

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
ROTTERDAM
SASKIA NAAFS & GUIDO VAN EIJCK 
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583346

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
BRUSSELS
DEREK BLYTH 
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583032

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
ANTWERP
DEREK BLYTH 
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583025

THE 500 HIDDEN SECRETS OF 
GHENT
DEREK BLYTH 
English | 256 p.
€ 21,95 | £ 16,95 | $ 25
ISBN 9789460583018
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