
Ranging from the late 19th century to the present, this 
exhilarating survey explores the ways the medium of 
cinema has changed the way we see the world.
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• Author Peter Conrad is one of the most brilliant, 
knowledgeable and authoritative cultural critics of 
our era.  

• Thematic rather than chronological, the book 
focuses on cinema’s otherworldly, hypnotic and 
magical qualities.  

• International in scope, it features films from across 
Europe, Asia and North America. 
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