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Praise for The Iconic Interior (978 0 500 516331)

“The Iconic Interior really does live up to its billing ... these
homes are bona fide standard bearers for the styles they
represent, whether it’s Oscar Niemeyer cresting a wave of
West Coast Modernism, Marcel Waders launching himself
into Futurism with his Mallorcan casa, or Coco Chanel
tooting the horn from Art Deco in her Paris apartment’

World of Interiors

‘Compelling ... no serious interiors enthusiast should be
without it'

Sunday Telegraph ¢ 1900 TO THE PRESENT

Thames & Hudson




Key Sales Points

* This compact edition features three new interiors from leading
innovators Commune Design, Morocco-based tile designers Samuel and
Caitlin Dowe-Sandes, and Dimore Studio’s London house interior for
the owners of fashion design studio Dsquared?

* Eminent design talents are included from across the worlds of fashion,
architecture, furniture and interior design, including Coco Chanel, David
Adjaye, Axel Vervoordt, Karim Rashid and many other famous names

* Covers a great variety of styles: Art Nouveau, Modernist, Minimalist,
Neo-traditional and more — something to appeal to everyone

* Truly international scope: it features interiors from the UK, US,
Australia, Brazil, Finland, France, Austria, Germany, Thailand, Italy, The

Netherlands, Turkey and Sweden
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1926 + JEAN-MICHEL FRANK 1895-1941 N1 1869-1944
Maison Noailles + Paris, France Castle Drogo * Drewsteignton, Devon, UK
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CAITLIN & SAMUEL DOWE-SANDES
Gueliz Townhouse ¢ Marrakech, Morocco, 2015

American designers Caitlin and Samuel
Dowe-Sandes have a long standing
passion for colour and pattern. It feeds
into their designs for their own collections
of characterful cement tiles, made in
Marrakech, and also to the canvas of their
own family home in Gueliz - the ‘new
town’ to one side of the city, originally

laid out by the Frenchin the Twenties.
The house s a hymn to colour, forming a
sophisticated laboratory where the Dowe-
Sandes can experiment with Popham
Design tiles and indulge their passions and
preferences.

‘We do seem to have a real preference
forblues,” says Caitlin Dowe-Sandes.
‘Perhaps it comes from being from coastal
Maine and now finding ourselves living in
the desert of Marrakech. But we did also
incorporate some greys into the house,
which we can chalk up to the elegant
influence of the French, plus some hot
bursts of saffron yellow and turquoise,
because - in the end — we are Americans
abroad and we just love colour.”

Thisis the family’s third home in
Marrakech. After moving from California to
Morocco in 2006 they originally settled in
the medina, within the walls of the oldest
part of the city, and updated a traditional
dar or townhouse. But after their daughter
Georgina was born they began to find
the medina challenging, given that it
was a good ten minutes walk through
the narrow streets and alleys just to get
to their car. So the Dowe-Sandes made
the move to Gueliz, settling initially in a
modest bungalow. But as Gigi grew older,
the family decided that they needed more
space and moved across to this two-storey
townhouse, with a walled garden, near the
Marché des Fleurs.

Guelizis being rezoned for five or six
storey buildings so single family houses
like this are becoming a rarity,” Samuel
Dowe-Sandes says. ‘The house is built of
local stone and you can date the houses
here judging by what they are made of.
When we started work on the house there

GUELIZ TOWNHOUSE » MORC

was a little window at the back of the
sitting room that we wanted to open up
butitsoon turned into quite an excavation
We ended up ripping out these boulders
of rock.”

Aswell as enlarging the windows, the
couple opened up the sitting room by
removing the partial partitions that sub-
divided the space, while also connecting
through to the central entrance hallway
alongside. A vibrant pattern of Popham
floor tiles unites this part of the house, with
2 duck egg blue on the walls of the sitting
room and a grey stripe for the hall and
stairway. The Dowe-Sandes then layered
the living space with a curated collection of
art, flea market finds, mid-century pieces
and contemporary touches.

‘We do have quite a few mid-century
designs but we are quite against being
married to one particular period of design,’
says Samuel Dowe-Sandes. “To us, that’s
rather boring, so we like mixing things up.
If anything drives our choices, then it’s
appreciating an eclectic mix of things from
different periods and styles and bringing
them together in a way that works.

The separate dining room features
a palette of deeper blues, with awall of
scarab tiles punctuated by French doors
leading out to the back garden. The
kitchen was also updated, while upstairs
the couple reclaimed a balcony to create
a new shower room for the guest suite.
The palette of greys and blues continues
through the family bedrooms, with room
enough in the master for a lounge area or
reading room arranged around the tiled
fireplace.

Ourtside, the Dowe-Sandes added
aplunge pool in the garden, which is a
particular delight during hot summer
months in the ‘red city’. A spacious private
garden inwas one of the chief temptations
for the whole family.

‘The easy way of living here was a big
attraction for us,” says Caitlin. ‘We can walk
to our daughter’s school in five minutes
but also to the shops and restaurants.

Caption to be writren to

To have the garden is a big treat, but we
also love the central staircase and the o here
big volumes of the rooms and the high

ceilings. That was another big draw for us.
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