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• Places key works in the context of genre and social 
and cultural developments, with historical timelines 
highlighting key influences and events. 

• Focuses in detail on the individual key pieces that 
epitomize defining styles or epochs in fashion 
history, explaining everything from the choice of 
specific materials or individual design features to the 
significance of designs created during times of war 
or excess. 

• Runs the gamut of the many and varied high points 
of international fashion history.

• Takes readers inside the process of creating haute 
couture – the concept, the attention to detail, the 
glorious failures, and the catwalk triumphs. 
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