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Luxury and power: Persia to Greece

by James Fraser. Contributors: Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones, Henry Bishop-Wright

An eye-opening publication that contrasts perceptions of luxury - together
with its positive and negative connotations - in imperial Persia, democratic
Athens and the Hellenistic world between 600 and 200 BCE.

Luxurious objects are celebrated for their exoticism, rarity and style, but
also disparaged as indulgent, extravagant and corrupt. The ancient origins
of these attitudes emerged at the boundary between the imperial Persian
and democratic Athenian Greek worlds. Luxury was at the centre of the
royal Persian court and behaviours of ostentatious display rippled through
the imperial provinces, whose elite classes emulated luxury objects in
lesser materials. But luxury is contrastingly depicted through Athenian
eyes - within the philosophical context of early democratic codes and the
historical context of the Greco-Persian Wars, which suddenly and
spectacularly brought eastern luxuries into the imagination of the
Athenian populace for the first time. While Greek writers rejected luxury
as eastern, despotic and corrupt, the Athenian elite adopted Persian
luxuries in imaginative ways to signal status, distinction and prestige.
Under the Macedonian empire of Alexander the Great and its subsequent
kingdoms, royal Achaemenid luxury culture would later be adopted and
displayed by the Macedonian and local elite across the Greek and Middle
Eastern worlds: behaviours of ostentatious display were a means to seek
advantage in the new Hellenistic world order. Ultimately, this publication
demonstrates how competing political spins woven around 2,500 years
ago still continue to shape modern perceptions of luxury today
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Key Sales Points

Luxury and power
Persia to Greece

« Accompanies a major exhibition at the British Museum in
April2023. e
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* An accessibly written text from specialist authors, which
will appeal to audiences with a general interest in the
ancient world.

« Showcases a dazzling selection of objects, including the
loan of the spectacular Panagyurishte treasure from the
National History Museum in Sofia, Bulgaria.

* Introduces the reader to a world of intrigue and splendour ‘rhe Lritish
. iy - AMuseum
over a span of 400 years— from the Persian court, with its
extravagant displays of excess, to the Athenian critics of
Persian decadence in the fifth century BCE, to Alexander
the Great imitating Persian kings in Macedonia and
beyond.
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THE ART OF BEING PERSIAN:
LUXURY AT THE
ACHAEMENID COURT

Loyd Uewellyn-Jones
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THE ART OF TRAVEL

the Achaememds, however, i 15 Enportam

the comrt was non Bixed 1o @ sngde palks

e the Persian court was a peripatctic entity an

oved around
be Trumian plateay and even o Meopotamia’ on o regudar
scasonal, basic I the wintes, the king and his estourage revido

w warm climes of Susa (which dunng the summer became a

ing inferno of a place): = the aotumn he was ¢

n (the site of the Achaemenid palace las

X vi. Bcbatana, cated in the cood 1 I'M
worthern bran, was whe ik T
And in the spring, hanis ran via kfshan
o Cireat King turncd up # Persepola we 1o mvodern Shivas
the great cercmomial palace which was the site for the colcbration

of Noeurez, the Pers New Year, celebrated ar the spe

The Avhacmenids were essentially nomads

progresson of the woyal cournt aromnd and

hould be regarded as a migrathaon of Y
> P wrally '
nd th th
e-riding nosmnads T

their anwestral homelands m Ceneral Fars

the Iranian Platean around 1500 sce
Besween palace-sites, whenever the mmperial procession ca
d Bl & buge but hcurous camp was set up, Tents were erecter

ol aty of cloth, leather

wal sent was a coloasal stroctare

anck supported by a froame

s, the kimg's temt was & collapsable

onatie to thmk of t

inate expression of ghamging. Seve

stasc-sents utilmed by Alexander alt

af Greek sexs tha

it 15 clear that the Macedonian monar | -
x

Achacimenid 1er Iek ihiy of ~
r

Dhagios 111 ‘ 133 M Persian 1 2
are described as trudy cob with the textle roal supported by 50 =]
@

golden pilkars and enough space 10 hald a hundred couches While m
it as bl 1o pronounece Brondy on the shape of the sosal senes, | g
cen propesced that they were rectangudar and with a arcular p 4

>

-

»

=z

{ the roval Dundly, such rinces and gueens, might oavel
s peradernly of the king, taking with thern thelr own miniai
u ¢ houscholds and that here too precision planning would

have been tnamount. Virmally the whale royal esablishmens

whied with the Greaa King s achicinistratne sealland counciloes
has harcm of wives and coocubmnes with him, so did has
Artasts o s, rmsicuus and dancers, and even | vestock.

he Deries Scd, B4

Achasrrenict Probab



