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In 1995, after spending a year writing 
songs in a rural retreat in Somerset, PJ Harvey 
released her third studio album, To Bring You 
My Love. The record received rave reviews, 
was nominated for a Grammy and the Mercury 
Prize, and kept the musician on the road 
touring for nearly a year. This left her worn out 
physically and emotionally, so she went home 
to the countryside to recover the strength that 
would allow her to return three years later.

Those who rate Nick Cave as a songwriter 
would not have been surprised when 
the Prince of Darkness released Murder 
Ballads (1996), an album of macabre fables 
that recreated crimes of all kinds and their 
consequences. Nick recorded two duets  
in Murder Ballads. 

(the story of a man 
who woos a woman 

while planning 
to take her life)

(the story of a woman who is 
rejected sexually by a married 
man and then stabs him to death)
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The over-ten-year relationship between Jane and Serge was something of  
a roller-coaster. Drinking to excess, high-profile rows, night-time outings  
and passionate reconciliations were an explosive mix. In 1971, their daughter, 
Charlotte, was born, and the same year Serge released Histoire de Melody Nelson, 
a twenty-eight-minute concept album dedicated to the theme of Lolita. It is  
my favourite of his records, featuring Jane Birkin on the cover and on vocals,  
with choral arrangements by Jean-Claude Vannier, which make this album  
a masterpiece.

At the end of that year Serge decided to move on when he met Jane Birkin and 
together they recorded ‘Je t’aime ... moi non plus’ again. Jane recorded it an 
octave higher than Bardot, which added to her Lolita image. The single was 
released in February 1969. It was a success and a scandal; it was banned by the 
Vatican and restricted to those over twenty-one in France.
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On his return to London, while his wife was visiting Greece, John invited Yoko 
to move into his house to record what would be the experimental album Two 
Virgins (1968). On her return, Cynthia Lennon could see that her marriage was 
broken. They were divorced a year later.

Around 1966 John Lennon 
met Yoko Ono in the Indica Gallery 
in London, where she was putting 
together an exhibition. Yoko 
belonged to Fluxus, a community 
of avant-garde conceptual artists 
working both in Europe and the 
United States in the sixties.

Lennon was impressed by an installation by Yoko that involved going up  
a wooden ladder and holding an enormous spyglass through which you could 
read a small inscription on the ceiling that said, ‘Yes!’

They became friends, and in 1967 Lennon funded her first solo exhibition in 
London’s Lisson Gallery.

At the beginning of 1968, The Beatles visited India along with their wives, 
girlfriends, assistants and various journalists to learn about transcendental 
meditation with the Maharishi Mahesh Yogi. It was a very productive experience 
for the band, and they composed the songs for their new record, The White 
Album, there.
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Yoko Ono scattered his ashes in Central Park, where later the Strawberry Fields 
Memorial was created in Lennon’s memory. In 1984 a posthumous album, Milk 
and Honey, was released, which included the songs recorded for Double Fantasy 
and later discarded.

However, all was not well with the couple. John was facing an ongoing threat of 
deportation for charges of drug possession, and Yoko was struggling with the 
separation from her daughter from a previous marriage. The father had obtained 
custody of the minor and disappeared with her in 1971. Yoko was not to see her 
again until 1998.

The couple went through a separation in 1973. Yoko focused on her solo career 
and John lived between Los Angeles and New York with his new girlfriend, his 
assistant May Pang, with whom he spent a year and a half before getting back 
together with Yoko. After his ‘lost weekend’ (as John referred to this affair), Yoko 
gave birth to their son, Sean Lennon, in 1975.

After Sean’s birth, Lennon decided to take a five-year break from his music career 
and devote himself to caring for his family. In 1980 he released Double Fantasy, 
the final album published in his lifetime before he was shot and killed by a fan  
at the main entrance of the Dakota building, where he lived. 
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On their return, he offered to be their manager and produce their first LP, 
The Velvet Underground & Nico (1967), on which he insisted on his muse as 
vocalist. Among other songs, Nico sang:

Nico’s debut solo album, Chelsea Girl (alluding to the film of the same name  
by Warhol) also came out in 1967. Bob Dylan and Jackson Browne, as well as  
The Velvet Underground, all collaborated on it. A short while later, Lou Reed’s 
band dispensed with Warhol and also with Nico, who turned to focus on her  
solo career.

In 1965 Nico had had a fling with Rolling Stone

who produced her first single 
‘I’m Not Sayin’. He took her 

to The Factory and introduced her 
to Andy Warhol, who wanted 
her to act in several of his 

experimental films, such as

 
were hired by Warhol the same year to play live at his multimedia performance 
Exploding Plastic Inevitable, which toured the United States and Canada.
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