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The anti—garden — husbandry vs. wildness

ROLF'S FARM

WHAT IS WILD? For many of us the ‘wild’ has been reduced to a few

dominant species occupying the interstices of our cities wastelands whilst

the ‘real’ wild is accessible via nature programmes on TV and the increasingly

rare cultures that survive in direct relationship to the earth. The so called

‘wildlife” in my central London garden’s environs is predominated by jays,

magpies, crows and parakeets (a new introduction and a destructive one)

grey squirrels — the best tree slayers we have, mange ridden foxes and nothing

but rampant self sown sycamore and elder under scored with dock, nettle

and bramble abounding on scraps of waste ground. A grisly collection of

pest species and a terrible decline in all the birds and little creatures we used

to see not so long ago.

Gardening is on the luxurious fringes where
one has tamed the earth and has sufficient
spare time to start adorning it. It fascinates
me that there is presently a fashion for
‘wild’ gardening, It’s a very strange counter
intuitive way of looking at land and I am very
much caught up in it. The wilderness that
has captured the gardening imagination is a
rather Marie Antoinette-ish thing of pretty
drifts of winsome wildings. Meadows, for
example, are the product of farming and
grazing patterns and to now be gripped
with the urge to impoverish soil in order to
weaken grasses and allow wild flowers to
grow seems absolutely mad to me. Resolutely
I believe in right plant right place and by all
means embrace an aesthetic of disheveled
randomness but never make a weak assertion
that it is in any way truly wild. Re-wilding is an
equally odd concept. We have spent millennia
taming nature and have successfully done
so in many overpopulated areas. It is rather
a pompous idea that we then benevolently
allow nature to have some of itself back! I
genuinely believe that nature sorts itself out
when the pressure of mankind’s presence is
lifted. In the interim though I'm not sure that
the subject holds much depth in gardening,

To garden is to create, to envision and to

tinker. However much one wishes to create

the wilderness it can only be a construct and
is therefore a garden.

I have tried to create a completely
untended garden so I feel able to discuss
this point from a position of experience. My
patron whom is a very free thinking academic
wanted to subvert a pleasant and perfectly
comprehensible garden that surrounded
her Tudor farmhouse in the country into

something altogether wilder. Her premise
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inte voloreius eaquis remporem
quodit occulliciasi uta que
vellaut occus eumquas cum
enim eriatii stiasperciam ad
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qui adio tota dolores a enis mo
bea voluptis abo. Harchillanim
nonsed et apidundit harum ipsam
fugit in perum que es cus id que
lis nihitat quiassita nonectendis
carum. Odit, consedi que
porrore latem quatur.




Routes & views

Seduction

I've always enjoyed order and the
process of ordering things. Arriving
at a new project I can see instinctively
what is required to decongest a space
and make it breathe freely. I manage
the fundamental question of where
everything that has been asked for in
a brief goes. The lists are extensive =
and often includes swimming pools,
tennis courts, formal gardens and
informal gardens, drives, lakes and ponds, formal water, running tracks, garaging,
woodsheds, woodchip boilers, chicken runs, cutting gardens, jungle gyms, zip
wires. .. you name it!

My first act when structuring a new garden is always to do with the
functionality of the place. I get involved in sizeable projects so this can be akin
to Village Planning! Often we are reviving old estates with
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the accretions of years on them and it is vital to decide Ignls rate sam ut et aut Voluptias demporestion

what stays and what goes early on. I love this process and
it translates down even to smaller gardens such as my own.
Where space is at a premium it is really important to make
clear judgments about what goes where and why. Every view matters and in a small
garden there is no margin for error. Equally this applies to the proportion of space
each activity or incident has.

Ad es molutem conet laut quae evelitin pore, cum sit qui abo. Nam
quatque pre nobitem illorep erionse vendicilias exerepelit mod et voloreri nem
digeni od ut aute lam harum ipsunt quam nienihi ciminim porempore, estiam
estibus minvel esequame verovid eni nonecum et endandam, od et magnam desti
tem quas doluptat estorro commodiam secearunt labore, nis et perum natur, same
peribus solecae. Thilit remperepudi officiducima cum vernam etur aut hiciliqui
am, con nusa ducimod icietur raturibus vidunt faccate ntinctem quam delit harum
quatam, vellibusam quae nieniendi ad ut peliqui atatemp orescia sperat qui verunti
officil lestesti dolupta quo volorepe vero berferum quatemTem hilit qui ut expliam
€os ecate voluptasperi occat.

Iciis eseniet ut prae qui aut autatis que qui dolorit ibust, explit pelestrum
lacias recepedis eiur, nihil in rem. Et vel min cuptatur? Eque ipsanihil il int harum
remos ditae quo te nectotatae ipsante mostiae ceperspiet molorru ndenis int.
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hil ipsapis mo ipsa necab id ma
id quis et vel inihit dignisse
soluptur, ute consectotas in et
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seque que doluptatest, conserio.
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Water
Light & mutability

Another of the great miracles of unassertive intelligence revealed
to me during these sojourns in France and which I still love now is
the magnificently clever use of water. On every project I try and use
the beautifully synsethised watery thinking even though modern life
has taken it and contorted it beyond reach because of the demand.
It’s obvious to anyone- I hope- that without water, especially clean
water, there is no life. So even modestly, it must be considered and
treated respectfully.

Soluptatium elest lab ini ius doluptaqui bla duci dolor
mintore catias dolut dolecto doluptatum ideris ullendunt aut quid
quunt, con nem nos abor sac quid ea as net ut ex es audaerum
lam sae velicita coneceatiis simi, omnist voluptio tecabor ehenimu
sdandit, nulloratquo consequ iatibusamus, tem quatur, ommolum quiam restiss
itatiun tionsendi to in posam autem facea voluptas quo omniendi doloribus ullab
invenda cone sim sectemped maximendi odicil iumqui consendis est, expel mi,
veligni modigentur rem eat disitata dipid quiatint, odione et que con raectotat
et laborepe ma quibus simus alit plam laut exped eos dit et quisim
ab il ilibus, quis utempor iaerae volutem ut vero que nest omnis eost quo vella is
veliqui delitae niti comnimp errovid mint quam a et impos
conestia conseque conserum que nonsenissum aciendae non
perum fugiam in culliti blaut expe simus solor simusciet et

Ignis rate sam ut et aut Voluptias demporestion

odi optia in nihit exeres secto tem facearum ad qui rehenda pllbus qUiaS ut et di non con nientiam quo

dellentionse sam, quid es num harisci picitin vendem que

reptatiunt, enderci enderibus ad quia doluptis volupti beatur? Ferro venescipsam
volupta turibus seque sitius, sequam quatum restrum fugia dolum sim ipienias anis
aut ut fuga. Ucidis alit et aut et ea qui reptat.

Min cus ilitate ntiunto omnissequam is duciducia volestis ame vendae
invenempe Volupti onsequo eturia eum, non prerund antincto quis aut rem ab in
nobis sitions edipsum repercit aut ipienda vent volum quo ex et quide dit volupti
te dolore laborum consedi psapidi ctorect otatio magnimpos et in eat excernatem
reic totas destore volorro rionet odis antibusdam ulloria sit as quistiam facera dem
rem denitatem rem hilit, sinctisit pori ide eum illendit volupta volo blaut

velluptatum qui occus nobitatem dollupt aerspit isimped iciam, secum
venditi urerspe rovidelent rem quatem con nobitiumque maxim harunda sedi cus,
nima parcient fugia con consedita nonsendanto omnissi unturi officiur, officia nat.
Est, qui nulpa voluptate dolendion corersp ernatibeatur maximint, ullicat iumque
voloreptis qui omnis reiumque cumqui quam et volecusanda as aut as exerios
tiumquia simi, aspis simin num, essit, voloritis aut quis quae solupta tianto qui
ipis simagnienda nonsenis aliquodi doluptatur, volecumqui cuptate cum et ad eat
fuga. Bit inullen isciet magnatium, quidero et at es exerae. Ecerempos etur arciis
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Another of the great miracles of unassertive intelligence revealed to me during
these sojourns in France and which I still love now is the magnificently clever use
of water. On every project I try and use the beautifully synsethised watery thinking
even though modern life has taken it and contorted it beyond reach because of the
demand. It’s obvious to anyone- I hope- that without water, especially clean water,
there is no life. So even modestly, it must be considered and

treated respectfully. Ommodias esecus endionse vendus et volorem

Soluptatium elest lab ini ius doluptaqui bla duci
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as net ut ex es audaerum lam sae velicita coneceatiis simi,

omnist voluptio tecabor ehenimu sdandit, nulloratquo

consequ iatibusamus, tem quatur, ommolum quiam restiss itatiun tionsendi to
in posam autem facea voluptas quo omniendi doloribus ullab invenda cone sim
sectemped maximendi odicil iumqui consendis est, expel mi, veligni modigentur
rem eat disitata dipid quiatint, odione et que con raectotat et laborepe
ma quibus simus alit plam laut exped eos dit et quisim ab il ilibus, quis utempor
iaerae volutem ut vero que nest omnis eost quo vella is veliqui delitae niti comnimp
errovid mint quam a et impos conestia conseque conserum que NONsenissum
aciendae non perum fugiam in culliti blaut expe simus solor simusciet et odi optia
in nihit exeres secto tem facearum ad qui rehenda dellentionse sam, quid es num
harisci picitin vendem que reptatiunt, enderci enderibus ad quia doluptis volupti
beatur? Ferro venescipsam volupta turibus seque sitius, sequam quatum restrum
fugia dolum sim ipienias anis aut ut fuga. Ucidis alit et aut et ea qui reptat.
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THE THOUGHTFUL GARDENER
AN INTELLIGENT APPROACH TO GARDEN DESIGN

By Jinny Blom

® Jinny is writing a design series for Gardens lllustrated and has significant articles in
place with House & Garden to coincide with the book launch, as well as speaking at
the Gardens lllustrated Festival in Gloucestershire in March 2017.

® The book is based on Jinny’s personal experience of creating many varied gardens,
but the approaches explored could be applied to any garden in any part of the world.

® Jinny Blom is a leading garden designer whose innovative and uniquely thoughtful
work has been much lauded and featured in the international press. She has
designed more than 250 gardens all over the British Isles, Europe and the United
States.

® Jinny was awarded the coveted gold medal at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show in
2007 for her Laurent-Perrier garden. She won a silver-gilt medal at Chelsea in 2002
for her ‘Healing Garden’, created in collaboration with The Prince of Wales, and at
Chelsea in 2013 she created a garden commissioned by Prince Harry’s charity,
Sentebale.

® Jinny has been nominated Woman of the Year an unprecedented three times for her
services to society through her work. Jinny continues her role as Artist in Residence
at Chelsea & Westminster Hospital.

A prolific designer, Jinny Blom embraces a wide variety of styles, from formal walled
gardens to contemporary installations. What defines her work is her skill with plants
and her ability to create a garden that responds to the history of the site and the wider
landscape. In this book, Jinny shares her insight into the creative process she has
developed while designing more than 250 gardens around the world.

For Jinny, design is more a matter of intelligence and appropriateness than imposing
a particular style. As such, her approach can be applied to any garden. You can take
inspiration from Jinny’s principles and apply them to your own garden, whatever the
shape, size of plot or aspect, to make it work for you and for your situation, giving
enormous satisfaction for years to come.

Reflecting Jinny‘s highly individual character, there is plenty of wit and quirkiness
alongside the expert knowledge, and it will appeal to the widest audience of garden
lovers. Thoughtful and beautiful, yet practical and informative, this book marries
artistry with functionality.

Author Information

JINNY BLOM has enjoyed a meteoric rise as a landscape and garden designer since
she began her London-based practice in 2000. Jinny works on a wide range of
projects, taking her across the UK, Europe, the United States and Africa. She has
exhibited at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show four times, collaborating with HRH The
Prince of Wales on a Healing Garden in 2002, and designing a garden for HRH Prince
Harry for the RHS centenary show in 2013. She won the gold medal at Chelsea in
2007 with a garden for Laurent-Perrier. She has been a columnist for The Times

and has appeared in a wide range of publications.
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