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Inspired by the childhood of the author, whose father was 
appointed Italian ambassador to Tehran in 1980, this picture 
book is a beautiful evocation of a country struck by war, where 
friendship arises despite the rising walls. In the summer of 
1981, Chiara and her family join their father in Iran. At their 
beautiful palace, there is an inside and an outside, separated 
by a wall. Inside, there is a wild garden where princes and 
princesses used to walk. Outside, in the black city, there are 
soldiers with heavy boots, big beards and bombs. One day, a 
boy from outside climbs the wall into the garden. The garden 
no longer feels inpenetrable but Chiara has made a friend, 
Massoud, who will keep the secret of the inside-outside.

The story of an unexpected friendship of two children, on
either side of war and peace

The Garden of Inside-Outside
Written by Chiara Mezzalama
Illustrated by Régis Lejonc
Translated by Sarah Ardizzone



INSIDE 

But we were safe inside our garden. A wall protected us from 

the city-monster. We set off on adventures to the other end 

of the grounds: we were so far away from the house, we felt 

all alone in the world, with our rubber boots and our sticks. 

We chased butterflies, caught lizards and picked wild flowers 

for our mother. 

Seeing as we didn't have any friends, we asked for a dog. 

And we got one! A small yellow dog who ran about with us like a 

mad thing. There were three of us now, and we were happy. 

In the evenings, the scent of jasmine flowers would fill the garden. 

We ate outside, by candlelight, to the sounds of the fountains 

and a concert of cicadas. 



INTRODUCTION



INSIDE



OUTSIDE











330 x 210mm 
Format: Hardback 

Extent: 40pp
BIC: YBCS 

ISBN: 978-1-911496-16-8
Price: £12.99 

Publication date: April 2020

Inspired by the childhood of the author, whose father was 
appointed Italian ambassador to Tehran in 1980, this picture 
book is a beautiful evocation of a country struck by war, where 
friendship arises despite the rising walls. In the summer of 
1981, Chiara and her family join their father in Iran. At their 
beautiful palace, there is an inside and an outside, separated 
by a wall. Inside, there is a wild garden where princes and 
princesses used to walk. Outside, in the black city, there are 
soldiers with heavy boots, big beards and bombs. One day, a 
boy from outside climbs the wall into the garden. The garden 
no longer feels inpenetrable but Chiara has made a friend, 
Massoud, who will keep the secret of the inside-outside.

The story of an unexpected friendship of two children, on
either side of war and peace

The Garden of Inside-Outside
Written by Chiara Mezzalama
Illustrated by Régis Lejonc
Translated by Sarah Ardizzone




