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A tiny book showcasing some of the world’s
tiniest ceramics.

Often no taller than two or three centimetres, miniature ceramics are
much smaller than the hands that craft them. Perfectly formed, these
miniscule pottery pieces can only hold a small sprig of tiny flowers at
most, but they contain all the talent of larger works.

Clayful showcases 30 international ceramicists whose miniature
vessels invite you to lean in and marvel. With precise craftmanship,
these artists transform clay in joyful interpretations of classic forms
and techniques, shrunk down to fit on the tip of a finger, barely taller
than a coin.

SAN FRANCISCO, USA

Eleonor Bostrém makes works inspired by her
beloved childhood dog, Tess - a Petit Basset
Griffon Vendéen. Like Tess, Eleonor's ceramic

than-life personality.
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Growing up as a half Viet-Chinese and
Singaporean in Australia, Annabel’s art s in part
inspired by her cuiture and heritage. Many of
her pieces draw on both traditional Chinese and
Peranakan porcelain. Peranakan porcelain (which
means ‘person born here' in Malay), is also known
as ‘Straits Chinese porcelain’ and arose as a
unique cultural hybrid following the migration of
Chinese merchants to maritime Southeast Asia
including Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore.
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VINGDEZHEN, CHINA

Pottery Cucumber s  pottery studio run by a
husband-and-wife team in Jingdezhen, China.

Jin Seon

Using a combination of wheel throwing, slip
casting and hand-building, Jin Seon makes small
ceramic scenes and objects that are inspired by
vintage design and antique objects. She draws
particular influence from her own childhood, and
retro advertising posters from the 80s and 90
that are characterised by 'bold and vivid colours'.
Colour plays an important role in her works, often
quiding their style and expression.
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monotony of daly ife’. Her intention is to highlight,
through ceramics, the happiness that can be
attained from focusing on smaller joys.
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For Jin Seon, her works appeals to the ‘kidult’ - \ ]
thatis, ‘adults who are seeking an escape from the '
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Working at a miniature scale allows Eleonor
to test out new ideas, offering a chance to
break with the expectations of full-scale work.
She sees her miniatures as an ‘exception,
purely for fun’. When not in her studio, Eleonor
gains inspiration from trawling flea markets in
her neighbourhood and watching dogs along
San Francisco's Ocean Beach.
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Particularly challenging is the scaling down of
complex painted imagery, which requires special
tools and fine-tuning; with eye-catching precision
and mastery, Pottery Cucumber’s work is an
homage to the timeless, historic practices.

Many of their pieces also draw inspiration from
nature and appreciation for the everyday. This
appreciation is reflected in the typical studio
schedule for the artists, who balance their time
between making ceramics and ‘making food and
having fun’. Speaking to their work-life balance,
Pottery Cucumber shares that they ‘create with
life s [their] inspiration’.
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