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The red cedar, Juniperus virginiana, is ideal for pencil 
making as its wood is light and sharpener-friendly. 
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A 1950s colored-pencil packing  
machine in the Faber factory. 
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A silver pocket pencil made in around 1900 
by A.W. Faber. The wooden part could be 
slotted into its metal case to create a con- 
venient writing instrument. 
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Scents are linked with our most cherished 
memories—life without the ability to smell 
is unimaginable. Dive deep into the essentials 
of olfaction; open up the psychology and  
science of smell, discover the key fragrance 
families, and come to understand the histori-
cal and cultural ramifications that make the 
multi-billion dollar perfume industry what 
it is today. 

The Essence reveals the power of scent 
and fragrance to captivate—introducing 
key global locations, from the lavender 
fields of Provence and the laboratories where  
perfumes are created, to incense factories in 
India. The Essence introduces the trailblaz-
ers shaping the future and the vital role 
that technology and scented products will 
play in the 21st century, making the book 
an inviting read for fragrance novices and 
connoisseurs alike, opening up a new and 
fragrant world.

The empire of scent: explore the realm of perfumes, 
smells, and aromatic incense to reveal the enduring 
allure of fragrance.
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