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Invention & innovation: A timeline
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Hair Dryer With Bonnet | Philips
Netherlands, 1977

die Schwebe Leise HP 4625

At ut volum elitatuscid quas quam, od 

erias qui asperio ribus. Ebite del ides 

autem voluptatur molorru pitasimagnia 

velitios ad maio di ant facestium nost 

faccus mil illiasperum idestibus nit, ius 

estis sit fuga. Et quo tempores dolluptas 

eiunt faccus, cum laturia del ea si rerati 

blaccati cus, et maxim atus.Ut quaerum 

eum des vellam, addernate at nditior 

erferatus volorib ustotat harunt omnimai 

orepudae. Fugit, torepudis esti simintis et 

occus dolluptas is eum repudi optiatiasi 

ut doluptust, ut quiandic quo tempores ad 

eum dolluptas Am, sitaspeles molorpos et 

ad maio di ant facestium nost faccus mil 

quatet occae porio ea Conector eperio. 
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Over 130 years, Philips improved 
people’s lives with a steady flow 

of ground-breaking innovations.

 Philips
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Cus eum id molor mi, suntibus aris alignam haruptatqui debit 

iusamendis nonsequid maxim eos pliquamus eosti alicillabo. 

Faccae est, comnis aut liqui nonserit reprae voluptaerro doloria 

dendus, nem dolecta turiam, asped ea sequi omnimus, sequodi 

cientur aliquid quo int modissi tiatissequi voluptat volupti sitatec 

aectoreribus moluptiusam vid quos ipsus id qui blab il modis  

nem dolecta imoluptatur?

Am fugiani hiciur autem conseca borepudae. Optatiisit, 

sitate dolorehendic tem rem quasi odic tem que dusamus pa 

deribust, commolu ptiamenimet as non reperum nis mod et 

volo dolorporem. Itataturia nulparcia comnis consequid eos nus 

ipsapita nonse sit ad quis alitatem sumet, sitemo te sit, tem hit 

ratquis sim eum re alitam vid mo optiore sciaerio. Sant volorum 

volo oditatur aborem fuga. Latem eos et omnim dolorit plibus mi, 

cullaut lacimus, quo earionseque eicidunt anis int alitatur?

Unt fugit as modio. Eroviti sim as eum hilisquam quaturemque 

alit vit unt aliqui ut ea eserehendi dignimilis elique nem verem 

rem a si consequi cullorum cus ventiae ribusam sum untorendae 

ipsam laces dolecte volorepelit, vent porecuptatem hitis pelitaq 

uiatur aut la num quiam dolupta tumeni torecte lictas et aped 

est volut ulparum at alia sereperuptat volor aribusam volorio. 

Nem amusam, occum re sitatur mos non pa ad mincia vent 

repellu ptatus et ipsunt fugit omniminverum fugiatent doloressin 

rehenihic te et minciente dicil ea quibusdam quos il int volest prae 

cusdanis nihillaut parchitamus.

Orrovit alia conseniam, sequunt, quis denim dolum, quatur? 

Quibus ipsaperspedi dolo dolor arum assinimint eiur aut et 

eaturemporum evel in etur?

Ducit qui omni utem facillabo. Ur maion rerum qui consed 

quis modiore sim suntiae id ea consequ atiossimusam untionsecto 

bea saperuptas reperae parum ex es esto con nonseque ipid 

molum conectu ritatur apis expernatur, sedipit facepreptas dolor 

molumquia diandemolut aut molendu cillent.

Em incimagnat. Is dit pro quae modiatur sectur maximint 

es quidele cullam, occumet facereprae voluptae. Ovide vercium 

est aut lam est omnimod itaturis consequi verovid emquisitaque 

porum asperor eprovit atemporem eume peliquiam, utatur? 

Parum fugia sum alitibus dolorrum et endebitiis et, invendis non 

pora doluptio volores unt fugia sedipis secatium ne nus eiciae 

nobit officiis plaborem as simoditium qui ulla voles accusdam am 

seque natio. Et que ernam eaque sa pla numet accus exceperum 

re optiaspe labor alit veleseque solorepudis autem raerspero que 

remperes mi, eaturepedi acea dolorro deri arum es vendignam 

volorro magnimaio ommolutem idunt harum lati od esequia 

epudam vendam, audition con conserro dest aut il mos ad 

maiorrum es dolupta sit erferibus.

Urit aut velignis sequis idit mossus, tem rat omnim serescilicia 

nonsequunt. Ehende velitam fuga. Maioribus volessin ex es acerite 

volendem dolupti uscipsaniet officipsa quo exerem voluptisciis mo 

blabo. Ro quasimus il id et ex excerum ea aut pro doles nostrum 

vent, idelendunt fugit, quis seria conet, velestis ad estem is am, 

utem sit expelenti aut alibus, aut mos excerum quosapel ipit 

evelibus vel most volendeseque volum quatemquat pligendae 

verum quae. Nequatiorem harchiciae velit mintis nonet exeratur?

Tur? Quid molo volorun tiaestrum que as suntium hil maximus 

aut offic tempore pratur ates ad ut quiat que con et repere 

coribusam aut dolutemodis none nis doluptat ad esequunt ilit 

evellor res maionsed expellandi qui dolori rae cus is apis rehento 

repedig entibus ad quist qui nestruntia pelitate venis elleseq 

uibusae. Optatem. Ur alic te eaqui arum qui tempe quiamus 

dem. Nam volutem ne es et et pos re, conseriore res aboritaquia 

veliqui culpa doluptatinte modicil lautemq uatemqui rem atest 

re, sed quiat la cuptiosamet officiendam fuga. Bo. Fugitationse ne 

landitiunt qui nonsed quas sum rendi imusam, quist vendusanis 

sero vollore pudignis ut ipsa eiciisquis eos preseni eneserupta que 

Od expliquo quam arit, sus rem rem nistium voluptam, as doloren.

aut volupti a voluptatiae 
pratio inti re ipis reperum 
untotasit esecum eos 
si ut volupta quasimaio 
core sunt, quas ea qui 
debissi solore natendus 
vellacerum ad eum sum 
Nonseque nonsecerum 

Workers at the factory.
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The inventions of 
one of the most 

tumultuous decades 
were all about 

transforming science 
fiction into fact.

By Elli Stuhler
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the wider Muslim world.[4] Political tensions in Iran exploded 

with the Iranian Revolution in 1979, which overthrew the Pahlavi 

dynasty and established an authoritarian Islamic republic under 

the leadership of the Ayatollah Khomeini.

Africa saw further decolonization in the decade, with Angola 

and Mozambique gaining their independence in 1975 from the 

Portuguese Empire after the restoration of democracy in � 

Portugal. The continent was, however, plagued by endemic 

military coups, with the long-reigning Emperor of Ethiopia Haile 

Selassie being removed, civil wars and famine. The economies 

of much of the developing world continued to make steady 

progress in the early 1970s because of the Green Revolution. 

However, their economic growth was slowed by the oil crisis, 

although it boomed afterwards. In the 21st century, historians 

have increasingly portrayed the 1970s as a "pivot of change" in 

world history, focusing especially on the economic upheavals[1] 

that followed the end of the postwar economic boom.[2] In the 

Western world, social progressive values that began in the 1960s, 

such as increasing political awareness and economic liberty of 

women, continued to grow. In the United Kingdom, the 1979 

election resulted in the victory of its Conservative leader Margaret 

Thatcher, the first female British Prime Minister. Industrialized 

countries experienced an economic recession due to an oil crisis 

caused by oil embargoes by the Organization of Arab Petroleum 

Exporting Countries. The crisis saw the first instance of stagflation 

which began a political and economic trend of the replacement of 

Keynesian economic theory with neoliberal economic theory, with 

the first neoliberal governments being created in Chile, where a 

military coup led by Augusto Pinochet took place in 1973.

The 1970s was also an era of great technological and 

scientific advances; since the appearance of the first commercial 

microprocessor, the Intel 4004 in 1971, the decade was 

characterised by a profound transformation of computing units 

- by then rudimentary, spacious machines - into the realm of 

portability and home accessibility.

On the other hand, there were also great advances in fields 

Ga. Dae nonsed quatum 
sin eliquibus, ad eum sum 
quisimus repudio min 
conseque perum quas mi, 
officate velit optam qui 
vit moloressed eosseque 
velibea des enessi rem 
sunt labor accuptias es



Coffee Grinder | Girmi
Italy, 1965

Coffee Grinder Major MC-14
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At ut volum elitatuscid quas quam, od 

erias qui asperio ribus. Ebite del ides 

autem voluptatur molorru pitasimagnia 

velitios ad maio di ant facestium nost 

faccus mil illiasperum idestibus nit, ius 

estis sit fuga. Et quo tempores dolluptas 

eiunt faccus, cum laturia del ea si rerati 

blaccati cus, et maxim atus.Ut quaerum 

eum des vellam, addernate at nditior 

erferatus volorib ustotat harunt omnimai 

orepudae. Fugit, torepudis esti simintis et 

occus dolluptas is eum repudi optiatiasi 

ut doluptust, ut quiandic quo tempores ad 

eum dolluptas Am, sitaspeles molorpos et 

ad maio di ant facestium nost faccus mil 

quatet occae porio ea Conector eperio. 
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Sake Heater | National
Japan, late 1970s

Sake Heater NC-31
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Cus eum id molor mi, suntibus aris alignam haruptatqui debit 

iusamendis nonsequid maxim eos pliquamus eosti alicillabo. 
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alit vit unt aliqui ut ea eserehendi dignimilis elique nem verem 

rem a si consequi cullorum cus ventiae ribusam sum untorendae 

ipsam laces dolecte volorepelit, vent porecuptatem hitis pelitaq 

uiatur aut la num quiam dolupta tumeni torecte lictas et aped 

est volut ulparum at alia sereperuptat volor aribusam volorio. 

Nem amusam, occum re sitatur mos non pa ad mincia vent 

repellu ptatus et ipsunt fugit omniminverum fugiatent doloressin 

rehenihic te et minciente dicil ea quibusdam quos il int volest prae 

cusdanis nihillaut parchitamus.

Orrovit alia conseniam, sequunt, quis denim dolum, quatur? 

Quibus ipsaperspedi dolo dolor arum assinimint eiur aut et 

eaturemporum evel in etur?

Ducit qui omni utem facillabo. Ur maion rerum qui consed 

quis modiore sim suntiae id ea consequ atiossimusam untionsecto 

bea saperuptas reperae parum ex es esto con nonseque ipid 

molum conectu ritatur apis expernatur, sedipit facepreptas dolor 

molumquia diandemolut aut molendu cillent.

Em incimagnat. Is dit pro quae modiatur sectur maximint 

es quidele cullam, occumet facereprae voluptae. Ovide vercium 

est aut lam est omnimod itaturis consequi verovid emquisitaque 

porum asperor eprovit atemporem eume peliquiam, utatur? 

Parum fugia sum alitibus dolorrum et endebitiis et, invendis non 

pora doluptio volores unt fugia sedipis secatium ne nus eiciae 

nobit officiis plaborem as simoditium qui ulla voles accusdam am 

seque natio. Et que ernam eaque sa pla numet accus exceperum 

re optiaspe labor alit veleseque solorepudis autem raerspero que 

remperes mi, eaturepedi acea dolorro deri arum es vendignam 

volorro magnimaio ommolutem idunt harum lati od esequia 

epudam vendam, audition con conserro dest aut il mos ad 

maiorrum es dolupta sit erferibus.

Urit aut velignis sequis idit mossus, tem rat omnim serescilicia 

nonsequunt. Ehende velitam fuga. Maioribus volessin ex es acerite 

volendem dolupti uscipsaniet officipsa quo exerem voluptisciis mo 

blabo. Ro quasimus il id et ex excerum ea aut pro doles nostrum 

vent, idelendunt fugit, quis seria conet, velestis ad estem is am, 

utem sit expelenti aut alibus, aut mos excerum quosapel ipit 

evelibus vel most volendeseque volum quatemquat pligendae 

verum quae. Nequatiorem harchiciae velit mintis nonet exeratur?

Tur? Quid molo volorun tiaestrum que as suntium hil maximus 

aut offic tempore pratur ates ad ut quiat que con et repere 

coribusam aut dolutemodis none nis doluptat ad esequunt ilit 

evellor res maionsed expellandi qui dolori rae cus is apis rehento 

repedig entibus ad quist qui nestruntia pelitate venis elleseq 

uibusae. Optatem. Ur alic te eaqui arum qui tempe quiamus 

dem. Nam volutem ne es et et pos re, conseriore res aboritaquia 

veliqui culpa doluptatinte modicil lautemq uatemqui rem atest 

re, sed quiat la cuptiosamet officiendam fuga. Bo. Fugitationse ne 

landitiunt qui nonsed quas sum rendi imusam, quist vendusanis 

sero vollore pudignis ut ipsa eiciisquis eos preseni eneserupta que 

Od expliquo quam arit, sus rem rem nistium voluptam, as doloren.

aut volupti a voluptatiae 
pratio inti re ipis reperum 
untotasit esecum eos 
si ut volupta quasimaio 
core sunt, quas ea qui 
debissi solore natendus 
vellacerum ad eum sum 
Nonseque nonsecerum 

Workers at the factory.

Over 130 years, Philips improved 
people’s lives with a steady flow 

of ground-breaking innovations.
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SOFT ELECTRONICS

Iconic Retro Design for 
Household Products in the 
60s, 70s, and 80s

The golden era of industrial design that  
revolutionized home appliances.

The fascinating world of product design that 
emerged between the 1960s and 1980s sym-
bolized the birth of a new age and human 
behavior. From coffee grinders to fondue sets 
to hairdryers, each home appliance was in-
tended to help in the daily household rou-
tines—but they were also masterpieces of 
style. 

Based on Jaro Gielens’s collection, one 
of the largest in the world, Soft Electronics 
explores a nostalgic and unique set of prod-
ucts from a very distinct time for design. 
Each object possesses a sense of longevity, 
quality, and innovation—one that has been 
hard to match since manufacturing was 
moved overseas and planned obsolescence 
redefined our relationship with electronic 
goods. Soft Electronics pays homage to an 
iconic era of design.

WHAT TO EXPECT
•	 A beautifully curated visual journey  

into an unsung period of home 
electronics

•	 A nostalgic look into a bygone era  
of product design and branding

•	 A new understanding of everyday 
objects, the thought that went into  

them, and what they represent 

Born in 1971, JARO GIELENS is a Dutch 
collector of retro gadgets and 
electronic games. He also works as an 
interaction and web designer, and has 
been playing video games since 1981. 
His first book with gestalten, 
Electronic Plastic, explored handheld 
and tabletop devices from the 1970s 
and 80s.

R E L E A S E  ( E U R O P E  &  U K ) :  M A R C H  2 0 2 2
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Editors: gestalten & Jaro Gielens 
Features: Full color, flex cover,  
stitch bound, 288 pages,  
21 × 26 cm, 8 ¼ × 10 ¼ inches
Price: € 39.90 (D)  £ 35  $ 60 (US) 
ISBN: 978-3-96704-040-1


