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Strategies of 
care and repair 
transform a 
derelict site

PC Caritas
Former Hospital Ensemble 
Architecten de Vylder Vinck Taillieu
Melle, Belgium
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The strategy the architects have developed mirrors the characteristics 
of openness, change, and rediscovery that the park extols. It demon-
strates how nothing is irreparably ruined, and that change and growth 
is possible without a predetermined outcome.
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One gable end of the building has been removed entirely, 
and replaced by a timber framework to hold up the roof, 
which has been infilled with corrugated polycarbonate 
panels. This has been detailed to appear to slide beneath 
the profile of the existing roof tiles.
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The hotel 
conserving 
Shanghai’s history 

The Waterhouse at South Bund
Former Japanese Army Headquarter 
Neri&Hu
Shanghai, China
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This collage of materials and construction approaches is no surprise 
given the rich and varied history of the 950m2 site. The original brief 
was three-fold: to accommodate the school’s growing needs for 
classroom spaces.
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The radical structural 
reconfiguration of a 
silo with contested 
heritage

Zeitz MOCAA
Former 1920s Grail Silo
Thomas Heatherwick Studio
Cape Town, South Africa
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136MO de Movimiento Restaurant

Hundreds of stacked, weathered steel tubes form this arched monu-
ment in Laagraven Park, Utrecht, designed by architecture and art 
studio Gijs Van Vaerenbergh. The Waterline Monument was created to 
celebrate the New Dutch Waterline being awarded UNESCO World 
Heritage Site status in 2021.
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BUILDING FOR CHANGE

The Architecture  
of Creative Reuse

Architects are adapting existing buildings to 
create new spaces for a more conscious future.

The urban fabric changes more slowly than 
our spatial needs, accelerated by digital tech-
nologies and new lifestyles. The trick for 
canny architects lies in an ingenious reuse 
and creative recycling that result in the stun-
ning transformation of existing buildings 
for new purposes.

Building for Change explores this architec-
ture of reuse and adaptation. It presents sofa 
factories turned coworking hub, viaducts 
turned community garden, department 
stores turned cultural center, and other in-
spiring projects. The book also showcases 
spaces that are designed to be dismantled 
and repurposed down the line. This archi-
tecture of care is aspirational and ambitious: 
to make construction more sustainable and 
buildings fit for the future.

WHAT TO EXPECT
• A pioneering publication that showcases 

creative reuse in an uplifting way
• Curated projects by notable architects 

around the world, with insights about 
the design and program of reuse

• Drawings, photographs, and information 
to fully grasp each space

• Expertly co-edited and written by 
 architect and professor Ruth Lang

RUTH LANG 
is an architect, curator, writer, and teacher 
at the Royal College of Art and the London 
School of Architecture. Her work explores 
how contemporary architectural practice 
can respond to issues of diversity and the 
Climate Emergency. Ruth has curated 
exhibitions for the V&A Museum and the 
Jerwood Gallery, and she writes for FRAME, 
Architectural Review, and Modernist Magazine.
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