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Key Sales Points

• In 1930, Edvard Munch was temporarily blinded in 

one eye. During this period, he made a series of 

abstract and symbolic works inspired by the 

images the disease produced on his retina. In this 

book, these works form a bridge between two 

radical art movements, Symbolism and Surrealism, 

both of which explored the idea of the 

unconscious. 

• Symbolism emerged in the 1880s in protest 

against naturalistic depictions of the real world and 

in exploration of spirituality and the unconscious. 

The French poet Andre Breton wrote his manifesto 

of Surrealism some decades later, which he 

describes as also seeking to harness the power of 

the unconscious mind.

• This is the first time a book has explored the 

connectedness of these artistic periods. 
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