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val ploughs, have withsmod the west of time.
“Three cheers for wrban an barolagy!

The burned boses in the two urns appear
e b belonged 0 an adult male asd 2
female, both buried around 1000 BC. Dhue
e the oo seats of the b remains, lit
Be is known showt the male. Physical-an-
thropalogical examination of the burnt
beone remains of the wosm shees that she
veas between twenty and forty years od. It
in plamible that both of thers wese buried
arcund the same thme, a5 the sine where,
moee than 2,500 years bater, the mogumen-
tal ok exc hange will rive up, For the Gme
‘bebsg. nathing ks knaws about the possible
famiy or mazital sedatiombip between the
male and the female this could be clar-
fied by 2 DINA investigation, but gesetic
seacarch cn sach old bones dos not abways
heve anvach chance of success. It soesss pla-
sible that both beloaged to the same grosp
or commsaity, with a comece cemmery. [x

Ix the savage mas and his wife?

“The archaslengical discovery leadh % the
surprising findisg that the Melr, concrary to
whuat historkans belicve, was not originally s
wet and mardiy after all. Moevover, the dis-

of these Thronze Age urs immediarely
places an ol fin in 2 s light: the prin
itive, band-shaped pot that was discoversd
s the mid-1580s under the neusby Sint-Jan
Rerchmanwollege, hetween the Jodenstraar
e the M, could well also be 3 Broaze
Ageurn. In thatcase, it seems cless that the
Frunzn Age burial fidd spevac] oves a signif-
lcant ares, which tells us something abour
the size of the wetdement. Whether we can
really ek of a setilament core o nomadic
estares around commen grounds - inchad-
img & cemetery < i not clear. Indred, the
city's subasqaent history has wiped out mest
of ins eraces. Here und there dusing 3 bty
cxcavation 4 vague trsce of & post e other

T Emiarveting 1 Stesh Emhsge bver sl

il dscolomion sometimes sppear, but

o exampgle, dusing pas el o 1n
I)n-:g Ehonorbaar in 2015, archseologias
found the pessaion of wvoral
‘ments from the Brosze Age, loon Age frams
and Gallo-Roman persod. Deurne- B
derlaar aite, located on dry sandy wil and
hardly affecred by later scll activities, 1s an
invahualile period site: 3 tem wed
by archacchogists to Indicate when & site
conains traces and armficts from mxcces-
dive posiods of human e
and scdvity. A charscter

Tayeut of Ihr differene Farms 3
of inhabiraticn aver the culthvatiea peck-
oy sl e Encreusisg dogres of Bndscape
exglitation, The 1 ba dechicnd from
the presence of sa-called ‘deep lites hounes”
in the GalloRoman period: bere, stsble

b apread oves e fiebds o 3 syviein-

atic basis, Im‘rnllr&lhr purvuit of 3 nl!hur

ain move axd mote control over the Land-
seape and the fise and foes around ir. This

e b weish
an lescrease bn popalation, and vice versa.

4 When we consder pre- and proso-his-
tory cn the pecsent-duy Anrwerp teeritoey,

o coeehide it the budn ifluese
om the lidscape ouly Iscreases over time.
Serdlement structuees il ws thar ceiginal
inbabitants, scenadic or sedentary, oc both,
‘primasily seek out tks more mled[muuf
the Lumcdscape. ‘The primeval landscape, s
tond of she wiid mem, im which the river sy

4




fal of the Romas Empire, just 13 they had
ot been wipesl off the maap during the color
nbsation in the first century IFC, contrary te
m.muc.gmmmmmm.m

the pottery in the Hoogatrase. S0 it seems
that the Callo-Resnas settlersent usder the
Antwerp city ceatre grew from the second
Balf of the second cennary until the middle
rriighvel hee declised consides

& i D Bl Glice Just s the
weinter cold oaly 1fecs the Jeaves of » ree
but st the pots, no oocupation erses all
traces. o a pevple.

Afies the imphion of the Roman
Emgire, mons and villsges fall into decline,
Tuiibdings and isfrastrucrure semain as scan
on the landscape. The rulss of remples, buth
biouses ar milinary forts rocall 1 glorious past
and appear i the easdy Midklle Ages s Sz

abdyin Importance, bus contined o revived
o the fonicth centusy. It 3 mot deir bow
the exinting infrastructim and the build-
s sock were used. If we are alking shour
timber conatnaction, the shelfift is in any
case limited 3 houss made of wartly and
dwab does not last much longer thas cme or
s pracraticns. 1 derable building e
rials were used, nabaral stone and mertar, it
Eight be o different seoey and the bullding

e mdwoire ‘new
suthority structuees. Bishops st in places
that loag ago emassted lmportince sed
s, such a3 Masstrchi, enbanciag the

this farmer Ry

As i the case in 2 nusber of othes historical
citios, & dark Liyer of sarth stretches sader
the Asrwerp medieval city cente. For the

xpacas of Tongesss. Chur ancartom barad
theis dead in and around cennaries-old nuins
i coeder 10 lay claim o lased and posees. Tar-
rimelal and sdmislstrucive boundaries from
the Rosman een live on, tares are collected,
davery swmabis chained b the age-ckd di
shon between free asd unfree people. ship-
gy Frudal socicty.

9/ Hiow this all phays cut in Antwerp s dif-
fcult to estimate. The Fact is that, 1o date,
firw late-Homan remains have been fousd,
with rhe exception of » handful of shards i
a it adong the Hoogstraat and twa coins:
one of Constans | from the middle of the
fousth cenvary (348-350 CE), mimed
im Trier and fousd i the sady medieval
earthen wall of the earbest sromghold,
swcther of Valestinian 1 from the thind
quartee oF the Eourth contury (164-375 CE),
minted in Rome and left in a disch near
the prosent Royal Acadesny of Fise Arts.
It could be amerted that the coins were in
the possession of easly medieval inhabirans
o uassers-by, st thin in ssch b likely foe

ke of sil specilists call
nich a homageneous dark Layer a dark earth
Layer. In many cases it covers vestiges from
Romas times and at the s tine frms s
breeding ground {ules In a el sense) for
the growth of the medicval sertlement or
haring the excavations along the Joe-
daenskaal in 2008-2009 my colleagues and |
Forare the luyer and we called it a ‘mabserate’,
as it forma an usdedayer on which all medi-
eval structures - an earchen wall, houses
and paths - are crocted, The bayer i sbout
thisty to fosty centimetres thick and in.a way
resembles the dark bayer of earth you some.

e fiead under the tarf or plough laper of
your garden, In the 19705 and 19805, for-
mer urban archasolegint Tomy Ocst invar

iably named chis layer ‘the Gallo-Roman
sall’, which Is not sarprisleg given thar It
Srataios maay posherts vt culbued
pericd. The beoken and dicarded Bouse-
Bold goodks ka the dark earth layer afeen e
aut 2 be severely weatheread, which can be
exglained by the centuries of ploughing the
sail i which the shards are fousd. With

out sarting the homehld wiste g we sow

T ] LSV AR S p———

2 Colein of s berms, Jirdserakasl eavebers

where pemarily young snimils are sepre
senteed. Propostionally speaking, the Ant
werp stronghokd ara Bas uch more sheep
than gout, sppeomimancy ten s 45 much.

will lead 1o snarkoer domination in the cloth
imdbhustrics s the cities of Brabant.

-“ I.nennmummuwhnDnnendn(

Such a ratio caten th
Ancwerp and the hinnerland, where heath-
lind has teadithomally boen devoted o
Faramiing. Dharing the late Middle Ages, this

JTI— the wxcarated goat
bone remalns in Asmwerp Indicate conmump-
o rather thas astisasal production. How
ove, bae and antles procesing deardy takes

place in e caly medieral Antwerp ssong
bk area. Eves more s the entire

fhon chain (chalne opératoire] is represented,
from primasy raw mancsial through semi- i
inhend 1> b prexbacts. Saven dewr sk,
antlens cut Into pheces and palished, decor-
G attempts, ok -out Yo boses and
el like, everythiseg Bound it way into Rl

e semi-finished combe. spinning oe

antles sl b woek, destined for 2 given
mrket. As nxch, Antwerp clearly puns inckf
o the smap w8 produstion and tradisg cen

e 1t Erammcends the bocal intermt.

T e —————e—

THE RETURN
OF THE LIVI

¢ Every cloud has a silver linlag, Aléa in
archacalogy, which & so full of marprises.
1€ the pramnp imstallarion of @ westructios
crane on the Koraalberg had not leaked oa
Wedneaday § February 1997, the so-called
‘cldest inkubitant of Antwer woukd never
Bave been discovered. As it happened, the
water froem the gumping station scciden
tally fuched 3 buman dosll free from the
prafile wall of an ares of sail discoloration
that had previsaly seveived liche atentis.

Koraalberg site, sitiated oa & Bigher
sund ridge between Zikstraar, Hofseraae,
Oude Roeurs asxd Lange Doorsikseraat, wss
the backdmop rescarch for

G DEAD

..—L.....na the 'obdest imhabitant of Ant

7 oa accoant of the asaimed age of the
sirierva. Physscal anthropelogien research
inclicated that 1he skull belonged 1o 3 man
ho d diad whas b w2530 pum o4

W e o tht o, puaetly duss to ha spec-
mcular laboratory daring: both barials - the
partially preserved skeleton and the skull
= probably dated from the ninth cenbary,
rusbuleat period of geopelitical sruggles
and social changs. The sssumption quickly

belonged to Viking,

severad months, Inisially, hesirage enthas
st Goonges Trougin smd Mare Headricks
scoured che sire In search of hismaical and
archaccdegical remains, With sucoews, =
the doa magped out dozens of Esendatians,
pims, dieches and postholes. One of the pis
comtainind several lomg bones from  bumas
skebeton, which made o sense af all. After
all, there was never  kmown cemetery of
chapel on this spoe. In their aral, drerened
ot by the nolse of constraction machisery,
the resarchers did non give it mach armen.
ehon ot that poine. As the it was ose of the
oldest traces an the sk, the burks] mrest Bave
besn very ohd, okler than asyons had cver
memambared.

Attestion came snyway with the sccides
tal discomery of the diskodged saull, which
among, the subsequent resesrchers Johas
Veecksun and Dhanny Hygens was qaickly

who had exrned his place in Valhalla dur

g e simge of Antwerp, Hefoen greting too
cartled aveay, chere was s Indication what-
socves that it belonged to s Viking. Notraces
of vidlence, no weaposs, no bost grave, no
buried horses of shives, nothing of what is
wacxiated with hustrious Viking graves.

Whar is steiking, however, is thae both
indhiduals arn buried facing east in 3 dm-
e burlal pir, wihout any burlal gifis. This
indicwes » Christian barial  Moreover,
afier deciphering the excavation dara, it
appeared that there might b severa] burlsl

Fits also had the dimendions of gravs and
dollowed che sume west-gast ariencarion. The
fact thuat the pits did not contain bones conld
be explaised by the extensive depradation of
the bose and/oe by grave plundering, which

ot Tuave heen 4 e phescmenon
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