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Unless, the experiment. Merely from the perspective of what is there, and looking
for what is still possible. Without defining the programme or expectation as such.
Except for the expectation that the usual ideas might take a turn — might result in
a Wendung.

The book presents 96 illustraties, planmateriaal, detailtekeningen, 10 essays
and 13 interviews.

'This book is published on the occasion of the
‘UNLESS EVER PEOPLE / CARITAS FOR
FREESPACE’ exhibition in the Central Pavilion
at the Biennale Architettura 2018 in Venice, Italy.
'The exhibition was commissioned by curators
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Yvonne Farrell and Shelley McNamara as part
of the general theme FREESPACE’, for which
they invited architecten de vylder vinck taillieu

to present the project CARITAS. This project
was realized in a remarkable collaboration with
commissioner KARUS, who was heavily involved
in the process, and with the guidance of BAVO,
an independent research office focused on the

UNLESS EVER PEOPLE

political and socio-economic aspects of art,
architecture and spatial planning. Participation was
the key to this project, in which everyone involved

Architecture Institute

Flanders

became a co-creator. This publication is

a production of the Flanders Architecture Institute
and forms a next step for the project, which is
continuously looking for new insights in the use of

space for care — whichever way it goes.

Authors:

architecten de vylder vinck taillieu, Gideon Boie (BAVO), Stijn Bollaert, Christine Bonte, Ortaire Bral,
Sofie De Caigny, Lieven De Cauter, Ingrid De Paep, Line De Vriendt, Bart Decroos, Filip Dujardin,
Pascal Janssens, Nick Marlein, Ferdy Marysse, Celine Matton, Evelien Mommerency, Kristof Osaer,
Elsie Porrez, Herman Roose, Vjera Sleutel, Philip Ursprung, Philippe Van Peteghem, Fie Vandamme,

Sien Vandermarliere.

19,50 EUR | ISBN: 9789492567079 | 200 x 147 mm | 216 pages | 96 col.ill. | Paperback | English
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AWAKENING CURIOSITY

SIEN VANDERMARLIERE

THERAPIST AT DAGERAAD, THE
DEPARTMENT FOR PSYCHOSIS CARE
Very often, but mostly in summer, we
give therapy sessions in the Kan. Triest
Plein. In our target group, we work a lot
around perception. We try to shift atten-
tion from the inside to the outside world.
This is something we can do quite literally
here by asking questions such as: what
do you see here from the inside? What
do you see outside? We can then start to
compare. They hear other things inside
and outside. You can literally perceive
this here because this is an open build-
ing. That’s interesting for us. The green-
houses are quieter spaces and this is also
very relevant for therapy. In the future, we
will certainly use it more frequently for
perception therapy and other therapies.
We often see how our people come
here to sniff around or wander around.
| think the Kan. Triest Plein does create a

familiar feeling thanks to, on the one hand,
the openness that we can find also in our
Dageraad department — the light flow-
ing in, the open therapy rooms, the open
offices allowing people to come in and out
— and on the other, the many nooks and
crannies where you can hide if necessary.
The interesting elements for them are the
openness — people can simply come in
— and the curiosity — asking, ‘What can
we find or do here?’ Especially our young-
sters come here to hang out. More than
us, they are curious to explore the build-
ing on the inside. But for staff it's nice to
discover the building too and to dream up
all the things that we could do here. ltis a
unique building, people often talk about it.
Again, in terms of what could be done with
it. They can always go in and out, you are
always welcome there, and this is what
people appreciate. It is certainly an added
value for the campus.

THE VALUE OF A
QUESTION MARK

NICK MARLEIN

CARE MANAGER AT KARUS

Throughout the whole process of Sint-Jozef, questions were raised. The staff was
mostly concerned with practical issues. Others were asking: ‘Why would you spend so
much money on a building and let a tree grow through it?’ Still others asked: ‘Why is there
no roof on top and why is it raining inside?’ But actually, this is a discussion worth having.
The fact that people ask these questions says something about them and the doubts they
might have about the future, the organization or the care for the patients. And this is an
interesting topic. Jozef is always a topic of conversation. If you walk around with an external
visitor, they will always ask you the question: ‘Are you redoing the building?’ And then | have
to tell them that this is not the case. It is what it is, this is what we have. It's a weird choice,
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AWAKENING CURIOSITY
THE VALUE OF A QUESTION MARK

Sien Vandermarliere

Nick Marlein




UNCANNY AND
ATMOSPHERIC

LINE DE VRIENDT

PEDAGOGICAL MANAGER OF THE HOSPI-
TALSCHOOL AND FORMER COORDINATOR
AT KAAP, THE DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD
AND YOUTH PSYCHIATRY

| have known the Jozef building since
the moment | started working here 20 years
ago. It was an abandoned building, a little
mysterious and always closed. It was used
for a short period by the people at Tabor
who organized their training centre there, but
they soon moved out. After that, the build-
ing was used for the exhibition on Caritas
through the centuries. Apart from that, it was
always closed and left unused. Today, the
Jozef building is drawing attention because
it doesn’t look the way you would expect it
to. This is everybody's first impression. A lot
of people say the building is under renova-
tion or being demolished. So one really has
to make a switch to accept that the intention
really is that the building is the way it stands
here now. The surprising and uncanny quali-
ties of a building like this — is it being demol-
ished, is it intended like this, is it a building
or not a building? — make a lot of people
reflect: what’s the use? What is it? Children
too have many questions: what is this thing?

The building really provokes many differ-
ent reactions.

The uncanny atmosphere around the
Kan. Triest Plein meansthatitis not sufficiently
present in our reflections as a useful place
for activities. We could use it more actively
although | do think there is a safety issue
involved — this is a point of concern, espe-
cially as we work with patients and children.
The ground floor could be used, but going
up one must consider the safety issues. For
some children, the building is alienating and
frightening and this, I'm sure, throws up a bar-
rier for ourselves being responsible. For the
staff, there have been general activities here,
but not so many. Maybe we should include
the Jozef building in the accommodation to
organize activities. It happens now and then.
The hospital school once organized a play
on the steps of the Jozef building. The Red
Noses Day was also organized here by the
hospital in collaboration with the hospital
school. Compositions were made from mate-
rial found in nature. There was a reception,
there was an open fire, and the building was
filled with the beautiful sound of music. It was
all very atmospheric, | must admit.

THE STEPS OF
THE PLEIN

FERDY MARYSSE

PSYCHOLOGIST AT THE DEPARTMENT FOR ANXIETY AND MOOD DISORDERS
| think it is very symbolic that an empty building stands in the psychiatric centre. The
emptiness of the Kan. Triest Plein has been emphasized by stripping the building bare.

UNCANNY AND ATMOSPHERIC
THE STEPS OF THE PLEIN

Line De Vriendt
Ferdy Marysse



Moreover, with fewer means. With fewer
means than the current principles would
account for. Fewer than a new building
would need. With such a difference that
the government support was never jeopar-
dized. And remained without deficit. And so
Lente became the new ‘Dageraad’ ('Dawn’).

Dageraad. An experiment as such. A dif-
ferent experiment. Where Jozef, or rather the
Kanunnik Triest Plein, is an experiment that
departs from its spatial context, Dageraad
is an experiment that departs from its con-
text of regulations and gives its economic

constraints a Wendung. Design as the critical
measure in one, and the reflection on current
interpretations of norms and financial con-
structions as the critical measure in the other.

Both experiments developed as good as
simultaneously. And opened up ideas. Today,
KARUS faces new challenges. A further
development of the campus in light of the new
ambitions in care today.

KARUS faces these head-on. With both
experiments allowing for KARUS to face the
future differently. New and different ideas will
give this future its Wendung.

JOZEF AND DAGERAAD =

a dvvt
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